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camped lor the night. On the morning of 1 lie (5th, General Averell 
throw out a strong skirmish line thnl elearnl his front to the foot 
of tlir Mountain. About 9 a. m. the 10th W. Va. Inft., 28th Ohio 
Inft. ami one company of tin* 14th Pa. Cav. and two pieces of 
Ewing's Battery were sent around on a back road G 1 /* miles where 
they formed, and struck the enemy in force. Here is where the 
principal ami hardest part of Ihe battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th "W . 
Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate foices, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 19tli \ a. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel A\eiell s 
regiment, 20th Va., Colonel.commanding. Ivesler’s Bat¬ 

talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick’s bat¬ 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va, Inft. Some of these units have 
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. I give it- as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if the aim\ 
had not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent of the 
men engaged would have been slaughtered. . 

The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con¬ 
federate units, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

While the Union forces were composed of nine units, regiments 
and battalions, there was but a slight difference in the numbers 
composing the two armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and 
the 23rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin¬ 
ciple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
Virginia Infantry, Confederate, was reported officially at. 550 sol¬ 
diers strong and the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong.^Captain 
Marshall with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain Derring’s battalion 
300, and Major Kesler’s battalion and other units composed a very 



AY .SHILL'3 RL’PSLAT 


Th<* "fourth separata brigade" was created March 28, 1863 and the G ° i -* nd 
an ever to Gen. Roberta who had hie heeaquarters at beaten. It included ell 
- e srern section of .est Virginia in wr.ich section were numerous Confederate 
sympathisers. There beins probably more Confederate than Union people. T-.is 
« 3 true of Pocahontas Co. and Pocahontas was in the v^ry heart of the bush- 
.ckir.c section. There were so many deadly rifle shots, and both sides engaged 
ir this unlawful warfare. Regular soldiers sometimes practiced it. In fact 
the State Guards or Scouts practiced this type of warfare almost altogether. 

This state of things Roberts intended to put down by driving the Confederates 
out. His policy was to make every sympathiser with the Confecerates leave * 
home. In this he had trouble. It was about this time that our families took 
to refugeeing. Here is an example of his mistaken policy. He might harry the 
old folks out 'of their homes because they had a son in the Confederate army, 
to firI out later that tnese same parents had four other sons ir. t:.e Union army. 
He wasTsoon in disgrace atr Washington and was referred to as the general who 
made "war on women and children." 

On I.Iay 18, 1865 General William Woods Averill was ordered to find Roberts 

% 

and to take ov.r his command. Averill instead of proceeding against Staunton, 
es expected, came to Huntersville in Pocahontas Co. where he dispersed small 
detachments cf Confederates, capturing some arms and stores. 

He then marched into Gr enbrier County and the battle of Rocky Gap was 
fought. On Averills next apjiearao.ee ir. Pocahontas County the battle of Droop 
Mountain wes fought. After this battle Averill went as far south as Lewisburg 
t.’.en ir.tc Hampshire County. There he was n t if led he must make a raid or. Salem 



Jumr.lt? f. Tilley 
Y'oz&hczxzz Cc• 

: w .r*p! er 4 , feet ten 4b 
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Tirpinla arid destroy tho railroad at this place. This oet.di^g nitL 
arall force (about 2,500 men) into Confederate territory utl - v i^b undisj 

possesaion. 

Ha left U&rapshire county on December 8, 1863. The first two da.,- v.ere 


spent in reaching Petersburg during which time the shoeing of horses -e..t on 
there l£Q r~t been time to get the array ready for the march. The plan tha^ 
sc quickly made sent Col. Moore with considerable force down through Pocahonwc.s 
and on towards Kanawha to make a demonstration, and another force v:as sent into 
the velley towards Staunton. These detachments succeeded in diverting the 

4 4 

Confederate forces from the main object of the campaign, which was the raid on 

• . 

the military depot ana railroad at Selem. 

Jfr. Price goes into detail about where Averill was each day, but at any 
rate he marched by way of Petersburg, .Franklin, Monterey, Lit. Grove, Sweet 

• . £'•* praEfcA. 

Sulphur Springs to Salem. He reached Salem on the morning of Dec. 16, 1863. 

i _ _ • 

They had completed their work by four o’clock in" the afternoon. 

a! *W* r ~ • * 4 , ** _* 

He was hemmed in by forces under Fitzhugh, Lee, Jackson, Early ana Echols 
end a terrible rain was flooding every stream. His next move was to get out 
of this death trap. Thus he began his famous retreat. He marched seven miles 
before dark and made camp. On the 17th it rained all day ana ell night, then 
turned cold. For the next four days he marched out of Virginia with the Con¬ 
federates close on his heels. He had a few engagements with them. The country 
in Monroe and Greenbrier Counties was strongly held against him. He knew of an 
army at Mountain Grove. The road up Anthony’s Creek to Huntersville wes not 

Then it wes that Averill meue the m et famous detour that was ev^r heard 
of. In his official report, all he said about it wus that he "reached Hillsboro 
in Pocahontas by an "obscure road" by the evening or December 21, 1863." It 
•fed turned cold, and the streams 


v.tre still high. He must have followed a 
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r trail of soma sort fur he brought his artillery trirough. This country between 
C-allahans and the mouth of Spice Run is still in a state of wilderness and it 
jr. uld be interesting to know just hov; he got thruugh with 2,500 men. It cen 
be accounted for only on the theory thet these soldiers were in the best con - 
dition physically and that they had the fierce determination to win through. 

T::e chances of a single nan living to swim the Greenbrier at such a stfac e cn 
such a day are rather slim, but maybe a whole army plunging into it together 
could overcome the rush of the icy current and bring them out on the other side* 

It would have been all but impossible for any other than toughened American 
soldiers* They say that when the army appeared in the Little Levels that they 
did n t come by any road particularly, but swarmed up the side of the river ridge 
end broke ever into the cleared level fields with a front several mile. ..ide. 

The soldiers were ell but starving. They had beep marching through Confederate 
territory and after leaving Covington they had come through the wilderness. The 
Levelo~was the first courriry—they had seen for days that afforded food and 
shelter. 

It was the one raid into the levels thet took the citizens wholly by sur- 
prise. No well regulated army was supposed to be traveling through these mountains 
But there was not much to eat there, for 1863 was the year when the county bad 
been full of marching soldiers on both sides, culminating in the battle cf Droop 
I!ountein in November. So most of the winter provisions were well hid out. But 


what was found was eaten, though there seems to hove beon wonderful discipline 

in regard to taking food by force, as there was one case cf an officer shooting a 

private who would not leave some bacon alone that a housewife insisted on keeping. 

•-i. o..e huu3u they ate all they could find, t .en ate the contents of a swill 
ec.rrel that was getting ripe for swine. 
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3 v, ry man and boy they could find they arrested. 

. _ 1 _W . . J n .1 J - • ■ . . 


These prisoners were 


•#n to * ** e A?;uienij ouildinf? and the building was crowded ?;lth them. Alvin 
y undrew Triced, i at-.er-in-la* v:as anong these prisoners and 14r. Price got 

jlra -• 

i <* his infornation from him qs he was held captive for three days. The 

* * 

ldi- rs ;,ere des P erate Qn<3 we£r y> but there was great viligance and discipline 

The cne question was n Is there any road to Edray so as to miss 
„-; r .»s Bottom*?' And no man could tell him of any road. It vies a matter of 
tr -st importance. Hillsboro was in the Confederacy. Zdray, fifteen miles nor.h 
tbe Union. What averill wanted was to reach Edray without chance cl 

«72S -** 

---e*iV a Confederate army at l^rlin’s Bottom where a road from the east co.,ea 
-i- but tnere was no detour, and next morning he was on his way. -Hs rep-r.s 
_ £y ttat «0n my way to Edray my rear guard experienced some trifling attars on 

Dec. C2nd ’’This referred to some very distant shots from the bush by some i — 
whackers who hung on the flanks of the army. 

friaoners say ttor**™* •»»«» “' d re8rful 85 '■‘ BTU ”’ r 

Vnol, but than tha bridge at that place bad been safely passed their spirits 

rose Id they seeded to be freed from all fear of being captured. 

Once at Edray. ell discipline uss related and even the sentinels slept the 
sleep of exhaustion. It is said that a hundred men could have captured the .bole 


army. 

to the prisoners, and most of than quietly 

Ho particular attention «» P*« « »»• ’ 

. s n „ t nomine the rest of them sere told to go 

sithdreii in the night time an- J 

a told him that it appeared hie family had more 

home. Alvin Clerk says &verill tox 

i4 the Union army and that he could go home. Av.rill spa. t t-. 

• „ which stood Where the house of Silliam Sharp 

night at Edray in the brick h*. 

a a.T.d. KB-e impressed with the boyish appearance 

later stood. Host of the prisoners ?,e.e in** 

cf Averill. By thtt timo his name Ltd become a household wer^ in tiie no^nt&ins 


need cf him than c 











r -i. Soctiou <b - 
; vf rin^ 

'"** "* ' * ‘ t " L ; Station Of a mort po. erful and effective war lord. 

T?»ey expected him to be en older rtan. 

asjan t; ' e gurney across Ell: beck to Beverly and safety. I 

The rcaas v.ere glazed wi~h ice. The men had to dismount and pull the artillery I 

by -and l^rt a tae way. But they got Leek with all their equipment. 

7oT e; ourtnce,courage, strength ana pluck this experience of an army 

, . Pf 2,500 is perhaps without, parallel. \7hy much was not made of it is 
hard to figure out. For the work of these 2,500 who split the Confederacy wide 
open and overcome the resistance of the forces of men and nature sterns that of 
supermen. Historians have practically ignored it. Al the pub licit;, it got at 
the tine hEs from the Richmond papers ar.d that v;as ridicule heaped on the 
Confederate fc roes, a hen nc less then seven Confederate armies allowed cr.e little 
Vnion army to c^t through their lines, destroy two hundred thousand bushels of 
grain end other stores, tear up a railroad, and then tc escape without capture. 

_The government recognised his campaign as a brilliant achievement, tsough 
the escape was due to pure luck, the Confederates having taken the wrong read. 
However, their reward was a new suit end a new pair shoes, for each cf tae me:., 
to replace those worn out on the march. (From History of Pocahontas - Trice 
Pocahontas Times Apr. 26, 1923. Written by Andrew Price. ) 


Tuis march was made from New Creek in Hampshire County to Beverly by way of 
Salem, a distance of around 400 miles in 17 days, ar.d in the winter time. 
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#rt m e ’*rior roldier from this County who vent out and joined other Corap*- — 5 

>ni regiment* who were mostly under the commando of Gener Milroy and General r - - 

All the r*~ee that are available are as followo: 

Afbro Thomas, 

Arbogaot Brown, 

Arbogast George, 

Buzzard Armeniue, 

Curry John, 

Cutlip Willaaa , 

Duffield 7/illeam 

Duncan Villiam 
Dilly Clark, 

Kellieon Clark, 

% 

Kellison Andrew, 

Kee James, 

McCarty Peter, 

Moore, David, 

Moore Joseph , 

Sharp Jerimiah 
Sharp Milton, 

Slaton John, 


( Shears David ) 

( Rider James ) 

« 

WanleBB Andrew, 
Yanises Nelson, 



Wanlaee John F 
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The trip last week was over to 
Clarksburg to re hath a few feeble 
jests before that friendly society, the 
Kiwants Club, and tell them builders 
where to head in. The Invite came 
through the courtesy of Rupert Sin 
sel. lie Is a kinsman through the 
Warwick line. I aru only hoping 1 
did not say too much to disgrace the 
family reputation in those parts. 

The Sinsels are a 6trong family 
connection In Borbour county. Their 
connection with the Warwick iela- 
tlor.shlp Is though the marriage of a 
daughter of Charles Cameron See, 
son of Adam and Mary Warwick See, 
the latter a daughter of Major Jacob 
Warwick, of Pocahontas county. 
Charles Cameron See’s wife was a 
daughter of Dr Squire Bos worth of 
Beverly. 

S' I recall my father, the late Dr 
William T. Price, telling intrestingly 
j of a visit he paid to the Sensei family 
when he went out with the Tin Cup 
Campaign to Grafton In 1861 to de 
fend the Commonwhalth from inva 
slon from the north.. The Sinsel 
children said they were glad to see 
cousin, but for the sake of peace and 
harmony-not to talk war before Grand 
pa Sinsel, and not to mention 
the mission which brought him 
to those parts. Be could get by 
all'right, as no uniforms had been 
Issued to the Virginia soldiers for 
this first campaign. 

Morning came after a pleasant so 
clal evening and a night of restful 
repose. Like in all regulated house 
holds, then as now, the day was fair 
Jy begun with family prayer. The 
old patriarch had the young minister 
read the Scripture portion, but he 
reserved to himself the matter of 
leading the prayer. The gist of the 
most fervent petitions was that the 
1’nlon of States be preserved; by gen 
lie persuasion if possible, but by un 
leashed force if necessary. 

I have the impression pa did not 
especially appreciate btlng prayed 
against, but what could he do about 
It? 

For about eight years—from 17$4 
to 1792—from Saulsbury Run t<* 

S wago Creek, from Bovrr to fltietaftL 


! tfurdjury return Indictment* for tnun 
tJei bgoinn many of our prominent 
people. They had been Confederate 
soldlt rs, and were hailed before a 
civil court to answer for acts of war 

r"It kind of leaked out that the In¬ 
dictment would be quashed by the 
Judge for cash consideration. I never 
heard tell of any of the true bills be 
ing taken care of in this easy, quiet, 
crooked way. My recollection Is the 
court records will show the Indlct- 
tu.nt a K 4*ntt CiDtain Jacsob W Mar- 
ahall, of the lOih Virginia Cavalry, 
was not thrown out of court until 
sometime In the eighties when Judge 
Homer llolt.was on. the bench. 

Any way the people quietly organic 
tn~ aHynening 1)ee~lT5 — <3ek 1 sum'inarTTy 
with the Judge Harrison on his re 
turn to Lewlsburg from_Lhe Hunter* 

| ville COurT! In some way the word 
leaked to the judge and he went 
home by way of Anthony Creek lo 
stead of the usual rou teT the Lewis 
burg ana Marlins Bottom Turnpike 
I have heard the rspe was to be lied 
to the Marlinton hrid^p wi|ffi IV V 
dropped the judge In the river. 

Then the Judge got in T mess at 
the Lewlsburg court; got knocked 
through a window by the clerk of the 
court; went west and died within 
my own recollectlom in a poor house 
in Colorado. 

All this is just leading up to say 
that the late Spencer Dayton appear 
\d on the scene at a time when- a lot 
If good people were in need of an ad 
vocate. The local attorneys were de 
barred by reason of the test oath. 
They could not swear they had not 
aided and abetted the late Southern 
Confederacy. 

I (incidental]? one of them, Captain 
L), A. Stopher did stand and so swear. 
Having raised a whole company, call 
d the Pocahontas Rescues, and 
arched them off in the Tin Cup 
Campaign to Philippi as their cap 
ain; having collected some five min 
rile balls in his body during the fol¬ 
lowing four years of war, theTlooghty 
captain was promptly indicted for | 
also swearing. Then he too appar* 
otly stood In need of an advocate as 
uch as anybody else. 

It was Spencer Dayton who came 
Into the breach. Tie came here from 
S jmmersville, over the Nicholas Trail 
through the Place Forest. It Is said 
he disliked to wear shoes, and that 

he wa lked the _dlaLanoe barefooted. 

C2YryTirfcT.il a hoes and only putting 
them on when he came In eight of 
the court liouea ^ n 
















^ >,rr wvre no oottvlctlont; evtntu- 
*’ 1 ) through the jt4f* the Indict 
turrit* Wtre thrown nut of <NMirt— 

As for i tic Indictment against Cap 
1 •hi .Surphtr In Mine way appeal »a* 
taken to the Federal Court at Clarks 
bur#, where the case was bailed 
alorj: until the state restored the 
f *ght of franchise to the Confederate 
soldier,-and tl cn dropped. 

"TlTte; fftretclifijrlt the tradition of 
Spencer Dayton, the lawyer from the 
North, In Pocahontas county at a 
time when a iot of good people sure 
needed the help lie bo ably and bo 
cheerfully rendered them. 


J win look up the court records fer 
those eight years. 

.JDjt .BattlSQUJUfiv jnly Li ne It still 
a ^ ndl £ irlc - 1>cre Beginning -at Hit 
lifiio River below' Parkersburg |i 
cross *d W illiams River at the Pul l., 
and Greenbrier Klver a t th e li uckies 
Roc ks above the rooii l 
IhenSBTo the Top of Alleghany 
where the Greenbrier and Pocahontas 
line Corners on'lhe Slate boundary 
This survey was made In K85 Thl* 
'line dividing Boletourie anSAllegha^ 
ny, had been projected years before.' 
It was recognized though never sur 
veyed. Tne reason 1 say recognized 
Is ilj Ewings, Klnnlsons and Me 
Neels went to Point Pleasant In 1774 
with Botetourte companies, for they 
lived below Swago; the Poages, John 
sons, Moores. Warwicks, Camerons, 
who lived above Swago, went out 
with Augusta companies. 

About all that can be said about 
our people being a part of Harrison 
county is that while it was so said on 
the book for eight years they were a 
part of It, in reality they did not 
Know* nor do much about it. 

in counties west of us. the bearing 
of the old Harrison county line was 
taken Dy the old surveyors as the 
base line In running out the land 
grants. 


You know, 1 never pose as a person j 
with a message In fact, when It 
comes to men with messages and wo¬ 
men with missions. 1 devoutly ask a 
merciful heaven to deliver us. alone 
with sudden death, bone erysipelas 
and poison Ivy. However, 1 did tell 
those West Porkers down in Oiarks 
burg that since their hick tow n was 
now something more than a wide 
place on the old Northwest Pike It 
was about time they were realizing 
the need of culture, and for heaven's 
sake to do the right thing by Salem 
College. This fine old school Is eke 
Ing out a somewhat precarious exist 
ence Once it was down the pike 
a ways, It Is now just exactly far 
enough out lu a suburban area, it is 
living up to and beyond its honorable 
^traditions by doing a bigger and bet¬ 
ter work than ever before. Woefully 
is it handicapped by cut throat com¬ 
petitor! from State supported schools 
—which cannot be helped—and 
through lack of means to really meet 
the demands for higher education by 
Clarksburg boys, and girls, so man? of 
whom cannot go elsewhere—which 
can be helped. 

It happens to be lo name a Baptist 
t liege —tank or deep water 1 cannot 
say—but I do say the West Porker 


The Sinsel family Is connected 
with the Dayton family. The wife 
. of Judge-A G. Dayton w»as a Miss 
* Sinsel; their son Is the Honorable 
Arthur Dayton of Charleston, leading 
lawyer, outstanding Shakesperlan 
scholar of bis generation, and a recog 
)Tilz?d art critic in the field of plciure 
^painting What I am leading up to 
say Is the late Judge Dayton was the 
son of the late Spencer Da yton . He 
x*ame from Connecticut along about 
(some time In the early fifties or 
Jlate forties to practice law. This he 
Aid extensively In a whole block of 
^counties which are now In central 
/West Virginia. Incidentally when 
'his grandson, Arthur, moved from 
Philippi to Charleston some years 
since, the name of Dayton was remov 
ed from the list of attorneys at the 
bar of Barbour county, where it held 
honorable position for eighty years— 
grandfather, son and grandson 

Spencer D ay ton,la a_lr aditlon In 
PocsJSiuiZiiounlX. and 1 have TeT 
the oldpeople die oft without finding 
out about his practice and service 
here In reconstruction times Of 
course his family has written some 
thing about him and his ancestors 
tracing the line over to Old England 
and even running It down to Runny 
Meade, whatever and wherever that 
wat. 1 reckon 1 ought not admit 1 
am no provincial and narrow as to 
have small Interest beyond my o*n 
Valley and State. Hut then doggone 
k roan can easily take In too much 
territory and spread himself too thin 
A man's responsibility must need 


and do for Morris Harvej; how Mor 
g an town has been dead asleep at the 
switch as regards any apparent local 
interest, which would cost anything 
In the way of money and effort, fur 
the advancement of West Virginia 
University. — 

Oh, 1 tried to throw the gad to 
those boys of the friendly society. 

For after 


who talk so big of service 
all Is said and done, the ordinary In 
itltulion of higher learning 


wheth 

er denomination. State or endow ment 
proposition — Is first and foremost a 
•o. al Industry Regardless 


•very 

thing, such Institutions nourish ur 
languish In relation to the light of 
community culture, whether bright 














%ti« *»«*nn Ui» nViiUk, lit* tv 

construction Judge wo n cnr j>Mt*i»u 
k-rr from Vermont or New Hump 


5 name of Nut Iltrrlnon, Mltutlon, Wide Pepper, writer ex- 
me Into prominence some traordlnary for the Clarksburg Expo 
torney for defense In the n^nt; Carlisle Wade, a Marllnton boy 
>r piracy on the high seas making good with the West Penn; 
i a Federal Court In New who wii an nice to me; how I missed 
e brilliant young lawyer seeing Forrest McNeill by a day, like 
onto clear his clients of has happened every time so often the 

past forty years; how Paul McNeill, 
teen years after the cele- another Pocahontas product, treated 
1, Attorney Nat flarrlson so kindly. 

i Lewlsburg as the Circuit I did the best I knew how to please. 

the Greenbrier Valley I started out In a lady like glow; soon 
To say the least, he was I perspired In a gentlemanly way, 
j character. One Item In and wound up sweating like a horse 






State of IVest Virginia 



Report of Droop Mounta 
Battlefield Commission 


John D. Sutton, Chairman 

N. F. Kendall, Secretary 

R. F. Kidd 

A. L. Relmick 

M. M. Harrison 

Members 


CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
1928 







Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission 


Tl,c Droop Mountain HaltluHuld Commission mspectfully sub- 
,„i,. s the Following report: That on tlit* 25th day of January, 1927, 
House Joint Resolution No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows: 
••Providing for the appointment of a commission for the huttle- 

tit'ltl on Droop Mountain.” 

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

\VIIMtKAS. One of the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred 

1* \\\ \\ M Ullll 11| III Mil Hllt*i lilhi I II I HUM n I ••• 11 le III wllldl Wi.nl 

\ III III III •lUltllf'l *(# (rtlll Ihllun Mini I IlMllMl* I Mill, |Mlf III IjlHl* ll I Ml|ll| 

VV in iDA.i, Bm Iiil4;i vuhUw Imi y#s t#BIil » / •«!«•«! limit j IIm- on 

of that Balt lit, yet there arc* Hilll living old tfoitliei H ami citizens who can 
murk out the various positions of the* different regiments, battalions and 
«ompao:«rt that were engaged in the battle; and, 

Whereas, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the 
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County, 
and the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it 

Resolved , That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of 
five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure 
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in 
the community, that everything authentic may be preserved for future 
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon 
which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part 
of such land, of not less than fifty acres, at a price that seems reasonable 
to the committee. 

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses 
incurred in carrying out this resolution. 

Pursuant to the Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance 
therewith, your Excellency on the 21st day of April, 1927, ap¬ 
pointed a commission as follows: 

Prom the Mouse of Delegates: 

John 1). Sutton of Sutton, West Virginia. 

N. P. Kendall of Grafton, West Virginia* 

M. M. Harrison of Confidence, West Virginia* 

Prom t he Senate : 

A. Ij. I leimiek of Thomas, West Virginia. 

Robert P. Kidd of (Renville, West Virginia. 

That your Commission met on the 28th day of April, 1927, in the 
City of Charleston, and organized by tie- election of John D. StlttOI! 
as chairman and X. P. Kendall as Secretary. 














nt.un Coaimik<iom l{r.ro»r 


at tin* imviiii^ antliorixcd tin* Chnirmnn tn 
A rmnfwfrnf cnirinriT to ni*l Jin#l assist in Mir preparation 
map of Mir Inttlrfirld. chowing flu* most iniportnnt points in 
•fio o nr of t hr fWrrst a ml most decisive battles waged on Went 
V ririiii a ^»il during the Civil War. The Commission then nc|. 
jewiesl to meet of the rrtJI of the Chairman. 

Yeiir Commission pnrminnt to the will of the Chairman on the 
I Mil i lot of July. I!>27, met nf Marl in ton nnrl on the Iflth visited 
th» nr of the battlefield on Droop Mountain, accompanied bv 
•pi'te m number ofyvrnmtnent ami interested citizens from Marlin- 
Ion and IfilUhnro—many of whom were thoroughly acquainted 
»ith dir battlefield and furnished much valuable information to the 
(VnnmnuMon. 

°t» July IfOfh. l f *27. the Commission met in session at the resi- 
*1 Mr*. Keliecca B. McCarty, which is located on the farm 

where the trreot and destructive battle was fought. All nf the 
members of the Commission were present. 

Tie Commission inspected the battlefield and made a fairly 
eotiiph v survey of the same fl comprises more than two thousand 
nrrrs of territory. 

V..nr Coiwnn-ion fnrtlior reports that they stood on the summit 
of Droop Mountain on a calm, quiet summer day, when the whole 

urmimhne country .mod nt pence nnd there was nothing lo 

indn-'ite that »i*ty four years prior lo that time those who wore the 

hi"" -'II.I those "la.I in the gray were engager! on that hill in one 
trii'anl"- Struggle for the mastery of West Virginia, then j„ jfg 

infancy Karl, ar.tn fr.nght for what it believed lo be right and 

r " r .." ttlm n, '" rs Moody drama were 

"" ' ' tfgtnistis Hut the North nnd South ended their hitter 

I '"" ? !/ rp " , : l,e " ^ •»! animosity engender*! 

' ,,rt * P"' v 'l away and universal peace reigns 

throiichnut the Uepohlie. 1 * 

. Tb " ' prr * .. one of indescrilmhlc benu.v 

1-i.in :.;rr : 1 ,,w 7T g m,,nn,,,in,, • «>•<! fertile 

he " r r. ,,w ‘ or " ! Rim. flowing gontlv 

J. rr in - x,, " w .. . . 

Slat.- park " r " P or m,c *> n Iwntion Tor a great 

rst'/r v :T* nn ,]vm *■« - °r 

‘"111 dee,.. ,| mt ' ' , |' nnw ' fnr " A Ihitlleiielil State Park" 

Brn " ml P "" ,r ‘.* i" the McCarty farm. eoK- 
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1 ! 


Reports Made by Participants 

Vour Commission sets out heroin a partial report , lf 
ty the leading officers who participated therein: 

General Averell’s Report: 

On the first day of Novcinh^p I i<«r* i» i . 
consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer IntCtTv^ ol 'V 

?r:i r h : fan,ry ' Lieut -^ a - icr, 

Mounte. Infantry, Lieut. Col. F. W. Thompson; 8th West V>‘. , ' 

MountecMnfantry, Col. ... II. Oley.-Uth Pennsylvania t'a^rv 

l w ( v 00 " ,n , !er; G,Ws Ba «"lion amt Bat.cri,-, It i ,, 
Ewin," JrSmiU Ligllt Ar,ilk ->'- ‘“I’*' V. Keeper anil f. T. 

° r tl,P 6,h . .. »!« ttliemy’s p, 

inlantry and one corps of cavalry was sent u. the r i«l.t to 
ascend a range of Intis, with orders to attack the enemy’s | 

ftdlv ril °" r iT ‘ fantry ' 1 * 175 str ««g- "as conduct i-i! 
lully by Col. Moor. 

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in li„,. ohli.pmlv 

0 the f lght > u,,t ' 1 the| r right was joined to Moor’s left C..I M.«,' r 
says when he arrived in front of the enmy’s position, at 1 -T, ,• „ 

he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double 
qu.ck, who arrived in the nick of time. “See first formation map.” 

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
•says that at about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front. “I was 
ordered to dismount my command and light on foot, ami was 
ordered to take u position between the'third and eighth \i this 

"**’ 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry in line 
, JUttIe - Wl,h Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd and 8th West Virginia 
infantry, at once immediately in front of the breastworks." 

1 went into action with two hundred men; out of that number 
tiere were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally, om- of 
w hom hn.s since died, seven severely and live slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

fcijjlith West Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking 
plmv with column on the morning of tin- 6th. I whk 





Dkooi* Mountain Commission Kwokt 


ctmiamirs of the -fid MatCalion. Batyr, Colonel Patron was ordered 
fo detach these companies of rlie 22ml Virginia Infantry under 
John K. Thompson. Colonel Ceorge .S. Patton commanded 
K,-I "' ls Brigadr. Tile 22wl Virginia went into action with five 
Ini m I red and fifty strong, losing one hundred and thirteen’ in 
killed, wounded and missing. The 2:ird Virginia Battalion, three 
hundred and fifty strong, lost sixty-one in killed, wounded and 


missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, one 
hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, thirty wounded, 
twelve missing. Hattie ended at 4 i\ m. 


Report of Maj. Wm. Blessing-, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

•When the fighting became very severe I was ordered to march 
with six companies to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with 

our hundred and twenty-live dismounted cavalry, was being forced 
hack on the left. 

•We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. We 

wm- thru reinforced by three companies of the 22nd Virginia 

In fan fry, and one dismounted company of the 14th Virginia 
Cavalry, 


Report of Col. Thompson 

' "'"'"'I Thompson, 10th Virginia Cavalry, says that lie sent* 
mi. hundred cavalry under command of Captain Marshall, the 

°“ ,inp 0f ,he 19,h **»<’ 20th Virginia Cavalry just 
'<•'<. -Mnjnr 15leasing commanding Dennings Mattery, consisting of 
I irre hundred men, he having deployed his men on the right of the 
funned l,y Captain Marshall. 


Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 

Klh ,l \\Vst' \'irgj'ni , M '\\ P ‘ , Wcre by the 2ml, 3rd and 

1 * ,r ftuiui Mounted Infantry. 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

^ , <h»nt*| 1'VrmiMikn 11 **i \r* . . 

Erhob. theMi'.^f'v *' yS Ul "‘ l,e re P°rted 

march, ami „ rrivt . ( , . lf ^“''eiuber, who was then on the 

lmv "f Mroop Mountain at r" 1 ' ° f ' ' ,lo,,el Ja ‘-' kson Ht the eastern 
v piadron or the Ht|, n ' *' 0,1 ,he mon > i «« ‘>f the Ctli. One 

U “ ' V0 * (,rcler * l l to take position on the 


_ Dtt00l ‘ M ountain Commihhiow ltij,,« f , 

old.nnul of Locust Creek. The efficient men of „„ _ 

d, « n °wnted, four companies placed on .... . r 

ot Lieutenant Colonel Oil,son „, i4 1 .. 

‘I" l|,r v . J " lln B,,xter ' "I'derly sergeant of Compaiiv J' l(„l, 

Virginia Infinury, was the fi«rt . rose ,1, l, „ 

tlKjdoody angle, and fell mortally wounded m^le ,l„. enemy* 

Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

Brownsville, Fayette County, 

"■ Pennsylvania. 

„ November 16, 1927 

Dkak Silt; 

I saw your in(,uiry about Colonel Sehoonmuker of p„, s l„ ir gl, 
in (lie Notional Tribune for the week of November 11 In reply 1 
would inform yon that he is dead, lie diedOctober 11th. .-i K | i; * 
years of age. lie died from the effects of an operation for app.’mh- 
citis. I was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop 
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, « ompany E. 

(jEOHUK W. Arisen. 


Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927. 

Disar Sir and Comradk: 

T do not feel that l have health or tlie strength to meet you at 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as I would low to 
1 hope you will lie able to properly locate tin* field. If you could 
find some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or nativ* citi¬ 
zens who were acquainted might be helpful. As I remeinlwr the 
enemy wen* stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 
1 hey soon left the patch, as I remember, during the hottest part of 
lIn* figlit, I was near the head of the Company where \\** joined 
( ompany A. Sergeant of Company A—I can’t think of his name 
now—was killed near my side. Wheeler, Milt RolI vkoii ami others 
were wounded near about tin* same time. When the enemv ll»*d the 
company and regiment that were able followed in pursuit, I think, 
to Lcwishurg. 1 confess that I was more concerned in what w;> 
going on than in noting the lay of the land. Please excuse the 
rambling. I lope yon succeed. 

Respect fully, 


i r....... i ., 
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you I would have answered sooner hut niv health is 

^Wv I Iniiv I..-,-ii ill for several works. Now. ns I mn fool- 

me better, l will fry and write n fow linos, giving you the informa- 
fion desired. 

"V rampod. as von will remember, in front of .loo Board’s H 
t : • f,..,t of Droop Mountain. The next morning »| dawn wo broke 
■ .o„p and started across the fields toward a low gap j„ the nionn . 

to.o. m hope Of gaming the pike behind the Confederates on the! 
sale of the fountain. VVc were led by Austin Brown Ike 


uos, side of ttie mountain. We were led by Austin Brown, Ike 
Drown and Mono Still,-y, former residents of that locality 1 Before 
reaching the low gap on top of the mountain we ran into the Con 
f, ;derat,*s in the woods. The battle now begins, i, being about ten 
" ■ bi< k. Ill e 10th West Virginia was m front, followed by the 2,Hth 
"l,,o. When we struck the Confederates we faced south The 
battle raged along the top of the mountain southward. 

I was wounded near the pike, fit) or HO yards distance from it 

' h, ‘ Pl,m of " ,n The Confederate who shot me w,us 

" n "" ,lr ' 1 111111 wan resting on a log. He shot me as I was 
-M my way to try and disarm him. The other boys were wounded 

^ i "" 1 " ,c P 1 ** "here the pike crosses the moun- 
am. 11,,, battle ,-ease,I sometime between twelve and one o’clock 

' ,l, "l """tided were carried away to .Joe Beard’s home. 

w " lo ^ l( *y «reetnl a temporary hospital 

I M,, ,,,"., 1,1,1. Virginia wildicr Ml in .laakann 
^ rf *'• ;,n< * S, ^‘« Morrison sfill living? 

1 *« Kl«'l m bear that Captain Bender was still alive and 

to know that ..re well and strong. I have always fel, 

imlebted to you for saving m.v life «„ Bolivar Heights. As n-gartls 

m^lllo'imd'v,'"'' 111 m . r '■ |,il 'l'-en are scattered, some being 
Florida | ."m i ", 1 I S| v irB ' n ' n - ' v,li,e n ».V (‘blest son lives in 

''<ir days "( ,,in ,k " 10 rr ° npr ,,,0r, ‘ o„ro.d 

'-uiueiime Drive r n "' , ^ vi| h’ «ifh Eugene Slaughter 

in ' ** and for « iJSi" % '* ^ " n,i S,r °^ 

" Htc me soon „g„i„. Best regards to you and family. 

V our o!<| comrade, 

doilN A. IJfjAOtJ. 


Xnri;: The 4 jMll, fik; 

, 't , irng,',i win, th, ['"To in I,n ° ,,r nn ' 1 *■ 

s ’- < nln„,.| Moor’s onicial report"' ' ^ Vir *' ni " cnmp "P- 
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BLOODY ANGLE WHERE 
BAXTER, FELL INSIDE 
ENEMY’S LINES WHILE 
LEADING MIS COMPANY, 
ALSO .SHOWING UPPLR 
END OF LAKE:. 


>t OVER WHICH IOFH VVVA 
28TH OHIO CROSSED AND 
WARD LINE OF BATTLE AT 
4S P.M. 


WHERE THE FEOERAL INFANTRY 
STRUCK THE LEWI5BUR6 PIKE 
AT LOWER END OF LAKE. 




1 FORMATION OF IOTm nv VA. 
281H OHIO M EDGE OF HLlD 
b P.M 
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..rtiiet, Iroin Droop Mountain Battlefield 



1)1(001* Mountain ('ij-.imi> uot )< 


Incidents 

Your ( ViimiiiHsion Inis tried to ho murk flu* po ii"n of ' 
cut, units mid by nctuul survey mid ouoi im m* fO . liini On »• i»- 
which we have planted and Hu? iiuips which we It:*v«- pr*-pc» -! 
may be a sure guide to the publie, and tin* d* s-eiuhiul* < • n,.- 
fliers th.'il fought Ik*’ battle, and point 1«» ilie v* »•;, spM t * if r 

fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on West Vir/ . 
soil. 

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson's courier, carried tl.e 
order tbut bis chief gave. The order was to Colonel Derrick . " ! 
read, "Pall back to pike, west of artillery." lie delivcr»*c» n»* 
dispatch but bis horse was killed and be was captured, but m.i • • o 
e,scape. 

Major Kester, who commanded the 46 th Battalion, win- in from 
of tin* 28tb Ohio, lie stopped their advance and they wen 'i t £ 
back, whereupon Kester shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two niimr^ 
were up the 10th West Virginia coining up as Colonel Moor <: 1 

his report, "just in the nick of time/' turned the tide of battb* ami 
the Major found it more convenient to run than stand. 

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four 
companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company 
14th Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly lire from 
behind a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, and especially into Company F, which happened to be m an 
exposed position, and many of its members were being shot •l.iwn, 
and many wounded and some of its members began to fa 1 C 
Their Captain was in prison and the First Lieutenant was <*n 
duty, and the company had but one commanding officer, Lieutenant 
, Henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad¬ 
vance of the company. At this point our Chairman sow the cun .i- 
tion of the company and went up to Baxter and requested him to 
get back and help tine up the company. To this request Baxter 
never replied, but rushed up and kicked two or three rails hT of 
the fence and they both jumped over the fence and Baxter received 
a mortal wound. W. F. Morrison, W. M. Barnett and John A- 
Blagg we believe were the next to cross ihe fence, and while cry¬ 
ing Blagg was badly wounded and Barnett had a leg shot otT. Mor¬ 
rison escaped unharmed. The man who shot Barnett gave his life 
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1>K»*H’ . Mnif.V TAl.V * '(JM MI.S.MON RePOKT 

f, ' r " . 1 "'" ... Oeorw H. Morrison, Silas Carr and 

' " a " r u,,r " "••*» <> r ‘Wipany F to cross the rail fence 

, t /•'" rr " ,, mnr .. of »«tth*. No braver man than* 

i” ^f.■"*« ... to wan A few ,.. 

' ' li,JMr ltn,,rv “t I Virginia was mortally wounded 

to rally his men to make another stand. He was an 
• " *1 ^Mirr of courage ,ititi i|;iri iilt. 

. . . r'l'tbene scenes occurred at Unit battle; After the 

.. 1,1 w,c,fcn * " ns ‘l ,, l ailed to gal her „p the dead and 

. .. 1 ""«*l*er thus detailed was Andrew 7 

' . ,m,,v F - Wth Wesi Virginia Infantry. Thev were 

; : • Sh "'-' . ..cml -idler. and took 

7 ;m ' 1 .. I " 1 "V-lher. lie felt a crooked finger on 

1,1 '" l,l " ,r ‘ s i1 '" 1 *>*e ‘""I IVel of the man eot.vineed 

>U " r1 m,s John. He. therefore, called for some 

" M "' *^ in R thAt he had found his brother, .I 

" ll "' 1 M " ,,, • diseovereil for a certainty that the man 

. ,,r """ T 1,1 r,,,, di'tft the incident to Dr. W. 1*. Newlon 

'"'■"V '*iat he took his brother by tlm’ 

. .. . i"***"liarily by which lie knew the lifeless 

bod y of bin brother. 

' I- is an iiiejileiit so rare that nothing similar has ever, to our 
K.„.»ledge, been recorded in flu* annals of warfare. 

Afi-r the battle, a young woman was observed going among 

•'* »b. truest at t|„. |io,| HO 0 f (,‘oionei McWill she 

. r: ... 

... l71^ b T' ,n - 

l""linig among the dead ' w wns 

.-..I I . I licks. ID Sibri Jild d>"" ! i,,,rifl,im - J."..os Sisler 

•""I ord.nenee su PP |,\^'" Jl.V ‘'‘7’ *'‘ ,l '" 1 ehnr 8‘’ " r 

rl .. the liuftlr whet. .1 ' y r,,| »ted that at the 

,. oi1h > °» »'r retreat and in great cm,. 

r,..- tzz £ss.r mi * 

S| 1 '■ »•< be then liri ,„ , , “ ' J *" 1 If I know." 

" " ' '- .ahurg |nke ,7 In 5° T " ,,,ir Md 

r» We.|llo«W BHonfuamn that the 


1 


Uuooc Mountain i'ommi.-ssjok lt,e.„o 


0 "'"-r«l hh-hols' ordnance wagon, bee.ua. iright.-,...t , 

whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. The-,- •, , , 

some fence rails on the wagon to set it on lire, . .. ... , r 

| -srvera years after the war people would come g, lfh ,. r „„ . 
u*ml lead over the fields. 

Major Henry II. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia |. . 

I ' ui! ' 11 liravc “" ,l f, ‘ u, ' lf 'ss lighter At the battle ..f (V.b.r I r ■ 
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off bis -oat „ ' 
Inlying on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners tba- a.-,, 

being taken to the rear, and wa» arrest.for an enemy and take, 

some distance to the rear, before his identity was known, lb- foe,- 
'Vitli great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. .VI. Harris, of 1 larrisville, W. Va., was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the loth West 
A ii Ldnia I ill ant ry Regiment and became its Colonel. He >.-r .-.| 
with distinction through the war. He commanded a divM..,,' „ 
the eiunpaign from Richmond to Appomattox Our Chairman. Mr 
.Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of tb-mwa! 

dram, at Fort Gregg, in . final assault .... the ('.mf-.I.-raie ,|e- 

fensc at Pctci-sburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colom l Harm 
m battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was i, .... 
l"s regiment into position for the final charge at Dro..p Monman. 
he passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was l,-ad- 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines pass.il ti.r..ugh 
tin- long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, entting out a wi-Tp. 
lie Stripped out the severed whiskers ami as In* dn.pp.-d them t.. 
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Wornieke and s.„,l : 

lake my horse hack to the rear; I'm afraid he'll get shot." .. 

lie continued fti lead t he charge on foot. V 

Hon. I’Vlix Hutton sent the following list of killed and wounded 
in the lOrli Wesi Virginia Volunteer infantry. 


Nume Rank 

Junu»H I’ickfns, Private.. 
Samuel Swecker, Private 
(itrurgf Walton, Private ... 
litrnj. Moore, Private 
l^aac Hut khammer, Private 
ijeurge Unborn, (’orporal 
!• ranklin Kijher, Private 
Jolifi Queen, Private... 


Co. Remarks 

A (I unshot wound through left leg 
A Gunshot wound through left leg 
A Gunshot wound in knee joint, right side 
Gunshot wound in left hij), ball retained 
(.’unshot wound through left forearm 
* Gunshot wound through right arm 

Gunshot wound right thigh, middle third 
U Gunshot wound through left shoulder 


- ^ 

A,AA "i « /liiHSrtw/ V^y/Avy 

.*■*.■*/ ^3jynouj \ HAt rl 
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Privnte 1' 

Wfarfimorr Stnlnakcr, Krrjrt. K 
./nhn Forrester, Privnte 1> 

Jam c* M. Pndil, Corptunl E 

" m. M. Barnett, Private_F 

John Bias*. Private—..F 

XruJon Squires, Private F 
K. B, Wheeler, Priwtn p 

Jacob Riffle, Private.F 

Site* M. Morriaort, Private.F 

Addison Wilson, Private.F 

f.ennre C. Gillispie, Private F 

Milton Rollyson. Private .F 

John Rollyson, Private...F 

Coleman Wyant. Private.G 

M A. Jeffries, Corporal.G i 

Nimrod Weiss, Private.Ff i 

James M. Randle, Private. M ( 


1 fi u n»h«l wound through right arm above 
and lie low elbow 

(•un.Nhnt wound through liulc finger 
> t.uMshut won ikI right (wind 

Gunshot wound in left knee joint re- 
tamed 

GU knectt nd thr ° Ugh riBht leK ncnr 

G -^S riBht Bnkle - ,en ' 0US in - 

W0unfi , t °p or right shoulder 

r.mfh f WOUn ' 1 ‘ h «>»Kh left shoulder 

7o r h „°l l I, V0Und throUfrt> lcf t arm, shat- 
tered humurus , i 

rnnlu°l Woun i through both arms 

G mtVe t Ce n r d s thr ° UBh middle ' 

Gunshot wound through left leg 
Gunshot wound through left forearm 
Gunshot wound through middle finger 
right hand 

Gunshot wound in abdomen, flesh wound 
Gunshot wound in left thigh 

bow°e t Is WOUnd ^ rlgrht sifie ’ P erfor ating 

Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 
flesh wound ’ 


KILLED 

r ? U z7‘ Se £5f a " t . A Gunshot in head 

0,0 Pr p’ ate . . A Gunshot mortally 

I ? i Pr 7‘' . D Gunshot in head 

l„hn h n » •* Pr,V « t0 e.E Gunshot mortally 

rolemnn rh ’ Pr • F Gunshot «" bowels 
" l ' n ,'" n O’nnncl, Captain II Gunshot mortally 

lv i ' n n ' !' rS- Pnvntc H Gunshot mortally 
Wesley Pullens, Private.H Gunshot mortally 

Cnmp^' rpkiMed; 0 " 0 W ° Unded in 28th 0hio: their orderly 

.'r b v cen c,,llf ' fI <" Droop Mountain Battle- 

- •« "'l-'.esi has linen shown nil over the Slate, and being 

I,s " ls " r the paved highways of the Slate no 

greater attraction ean he shown than .he great'seenie views of,he 

r 1 . . v; "^ *»« « «. 

loading „ t . r ' "' Ml ' ,ke 1>r00 ^ Mn " n lnin one of the nation’s 
el." W, “ " f,V0r,iRO Wfsl vi ^nia. as nothing 

ledng pid "roru/for 'the7' ’7''° n faCt the «*"* » 

hai. mei . |„. llr|v ‘ ' and beautifying the battlefield 

-my. and has h 'u '-ng of eilher 

universal approval of ||,r citizens of the State. 
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MAaKfcR. q ld PQAn 

J<*.MlttV 

WHILE TRYING TO PALLY TV 
» M ° VIRGIN.A INfANlV 
JTATt R.OAD « 24 


EV/ 1 N 6 5 E-ATTEi *20 to * 
EA^T Ot LU2TV 5 &ATTK* ». 
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Tri°m, f ??n breast works 
1° t H ' U . S W«Q SHOWING YANA| 
o^TS.AHQ WHITE HOWE TO LE 
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\v**t \ • i^ritiwi IlistoritVll Society »f „ went meet injf 
^^^rrU\ in < 'hnrh'stnn. p.ivsed the follow ’inn rcsctliifinn : 

••AVa.V/W. That we. tli.< West Virginiii 11 iKtnririil Society cor 
ncsrl, con. men (I Hu- Droop Mountain Buttle Field Commission for 
"»•"• Inhors and zeal, in ucquiring title In tlm land on which the 

I'.nic was fought, and for the work that has hoc, .. and the 

- • rt Hi.it is being made for the improvement ... one 

. scenic views of the State; anrl that funds 

should he appropriated to carry on the work that the CdmmisJn 
has begun. t 

■ • Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are herein- extended 

t" tnnernor Gore lor the aid he has given the Battlefield Commis- 
smn in its work, and 

hr so/red, further, That the memory of the brave men. of both 

armies, who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 

should he perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and 

"'«■ battle’s history, and that the State should no longer neglect this 

historic battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 

l"-r own sons, around which cluster so many sacred memories of I lie 
dead. 

Van- Commission further reports that the land optioned is not 
complete, nor can it be made so, without acquiring (he fifteen acres 
reserved. This your commission would recommend should be done, 
at a reasonable price, to he agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

e wish to call special attention to the topography of the 
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south, 
through the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge Ls 

smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes lo operate. 

Another matter „f special interest is an ancient lake that was 
' bv the t hairinan of your Commission. Its outline is 

1 , marked and shows it to have been a magnificent, lake of 

''•der. but the countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
. IS covered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Its waters flow 

, "! . ,hc hkp ’ anfl with two small fills would, in all 

end feel' y ' r S '| ftu,f,nt f0 impound Hlp waters, to a depth of sev- 
i|| " d fl a tlr, . V ® Wa >- “ round < he lnka would be about one mile 

about fifteen ■ ° 1 iat l * lc "“finituda of the lake, covering 

Vo Comm"’ W ° U ' d ? PP ° rt “''"I™ "tountain trout. 

.o i i::! d r r mmcnd thnt the iai > d ° p ^- d 

purchased and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 
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^'1 *1*' »♦. olitiimnl uM that H. «, ^ 

*:i5 v (N)iMin iimy hr tn/idc for flu j./i mn,i .,f , , a , w W91 

0,1 11,0 Work " r improveronil m rapidly n* p,**u,h t .# . f ^ 
iuvWwr that tin* iii/ii'krtaliir UmW,.,, tj*. J t . . ^ ^ 

iin'l llml Hi*- ridge* here in before referred to. , •, 

•'ll)! for flv ivi|t iimrlum* j him I jiImo that ih* v t • f a, rtfri 

l,p «»d flint •Miifiihlt* driU 2 id Mbr * i’*U*+ 

f,,,,h,rrM ,,M l ir, *l»«rrd /IS curly /«•* p*»* ibh- , im ,i ii j: .i u Ji- mu.-.- 

|mii !< miiy be eftlahlhthed and m«inlfiinrd that *ouid |., ,,.•,.,| ,. T j, l-( 

to t It oho in other state*. 

^ otir C/oni mission would further recommend Oml *»«.* 
lency call the attention of the (iov*rnor< ».f IVviti'ylvania mi nU 
to I he? very valuable nervier rendered by the Mtb I*. in* # r 
t’avalry. commanded by Colonel Hebor, n maker, ami lb* _•-•* .* . 

Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, n* ihe**- 

io perpetuate the memory of Uh.kc brave men by * s uUn>\» m*mu 
ment or monumenta placed on the battle lint* where th> - f. - 
^ our < ommission here expresses the l^-lir-f that to- . . c 

l,,n * a rc«»onab]e sum r»f money on the Droop Mount*:*) i . 
field that it would become such an attractive resort ar f . - 

to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents . A -u • 
s;mic would produce a patriotie sentiment that vr, j.| r *r. - r 

blended and clustered around the field that holds m. n 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

•Jno. 1). 

N. F. Kexdau.. 

R. F. Kidd. 

M. M. Harken. 

A. L. iin-M ick. 
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l '"' - l '"‘ niielit. <>i» iIn- mornintf of tin* r.ih,»n..,.,! ,v • --n 

llin-w mil n Klron« skinumli I ini- Unit i-li-arni hi.- fnn.i i., m- f.„,i 
nf lln> Mountain. Aliont 1) a. m. tin- 10th W Vn. | n fl . ?>i|, i 
Inri. mill one coni|mny of t he 14th l’n. ( hv. mik! i ,f 

tO w i iif? ’s lint I pry wore wilt around on a hack road <i >/.4 null--. w|,*r- 
tliey foi-mi-d. mid striu-k tin- f-m-iny in fon-i-. lli-n- ■.>. tin. 

(>rilii-ipji 1 ami hurdi-sl pm-t of tin: hattli* was foutiht, and n> t .- ■. 

nv<*r one small plot of cleared land, not «*<»n»|)ris.in«r more inn uu.* 
acre, Ihirtoen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. n| 

Ihose wounded died Int«*r. so if in tins battlefield covering n• r»y 
two thousand acres of land and fought on hv seven thousand d.-t*r- 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the k ar« 
had heen cleared. According to numbers, it might have 1 * 

second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Avercll then formed the 2nd. *lrd and Hh W. 
Vn. Mounted Infantry, with a portion f »f the 14th Pa. Cavalry m 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Ya. Lift, and P.lth Va. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on tin* 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Avercll s 

regiment, 20th Va., Colonel.. commanding, Ivcsler s B ; d- 

talinn, 2‘lrd Va. ? Major Blessing; four companies Derricks bat- 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Lnft. Some of these units have 
been twice named because, as the lighting became more se\ere on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right bv sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. 1 give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if the arm} 
had not been protected by a dense forest that fift> per cent of the 

no n engaged would have been slaughtered. 

The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con- 

f* derate units, regiments, battalions and independent t omp.um 

While the Cnion forces were eomposed of nine units, regimen 
an I battalions. there was but a -slight differeru^ ® t ® . 

t^mpmiuir the two armies, the 10th Went Virgini* 

I he 2drd Ohio t lint comprised the flanking part} am < »* 1 j 

ofifr fighting was officially reported as 117.) soldiers '' ** 

I U... Cm.fudcn.tc, «.» reported;-«*»«> « g 1 ’ 

.1 .. .2M Virginia JT.L 

M-r-h.ll nilJi 12B dismounted rnvnlry. I •I* 1 *" 1 , „ very 

.ml Mnjnr ICdcr'e hnUnlinn »ml niher ..»■« ".myn-l 
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c.'impt'il for t lit* night. On I lie morning of flu* (1th. (Icueral AvimtII 
threw out a strung: skirmish line* that cleared his front to the foot 
of th/' Mountain. About H a. m. the l()th W. Va. Inft., 2Sth Ohio 
Inft. anil one company of the 14th Pa. Cav. ami two pieces of 
Kwing’s Battery wore sent around on a hack road (it :, miles whore 
they formed, and struck the enemy in force. Here is where the 
principal ami hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one 
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven we it wounded. Some of 
thos** wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly 
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter¬ 
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land 
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and St It \\\ 
Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and lllt.li Va. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel AverelPs 
regiment, 20th Va., Colonel..commanding, Kesler's Bat¬ 

talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick's bat¬ 
talion. a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units have 
Imcii twice named because, ns the fighting became more severe on 
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. 1 give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that il the army 
h »d not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent of the 
n»* n engaged would have been slaughtered. 

The hirers engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con- 

• 

hderate units, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

While the I * ii ion forces were composed oi nine units, regiments 
•nl battalions, there was but a slight difference in the numbers 
♦ oii|M.Hin«r the two armies, the 10th West \ irgiuia intantry and 
Ho 23rd Ohio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin¬ 
ciple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
1 tfinniii Infantry. Confederate, was reported officially at .».»() sol* 
•t -r% %1ntvtg and the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong, t nptain 
Ma’thnll with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain Herring s battalion 
**•. and Major Kesler’s battalion and other units composed n verj 
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, occurred between 1 h»* Indhuw on Cow Pasture 

rrj. r •»'*«»• «• u,,th ‘ o "" ,y - Wu *“ e iht,t ,,v#r au ' 1 ° n 

‘ . uU . „ r i) IVO p Mountain Indian buttle* occurred, and there is 

;;.’' rv ' vnson to believe that possibly many battles were fought on 
1 , 1 - ‘unnip. It was not only a fortress, but a supply of war 

material rieh ami inexhaustible. 

impressed with the thought that it. the ages long gone by 
s .. Lf the western of southern ... North A.oenen had 

rr - 

r ?; -stjzz 

almndunt and “ . f the Droop Moun- 

:i?r srr - -- — ts - *- 

” — h .^ 
ground is tW't" " thousands of the Indian hand.work 

11* »» t ‘ vcs ha ' 1 , " t() th is day cover the ground, 

aud the chips and spalls *. camping ground for the 

This must have been a (n» uttl too ^ ^ ^ waters flow 

warriors of .he *>«** this ancient lake there were 

up cold and sparkling- 1 , hMB warriors feasted and 

eulintless millions of non hunting ground. Supplies 

from the valleys and nv - *,, uty it was to protect 

were uhundant to teed the "» • metrop „lia of the nwem- 

the rich hunting *»«•>*•• ' „, s „f the past diftercnl trd.es, 

hied tribes it is known tha ... » * and relentless ..try 

hff« »”<' «'“*■ rto^ mrritory. For time -he 

over Urn itossessun. ot la , h were at enmity. 

trihes of the north and thost .. strongest strategu 

position on the spurs of the m ,. m lis of -«* 

tain points will. ..that the very ground 

powerful ami war-like mtl.on and' 1 ( sul .h courage ami 

over which the hhtnd of the savagr. » 

daring was one made red "til. 

people long Hi nee e*1'«•*»• jistincl. «* ,n t,u ‘ nw "!‘ 

The evidence they left ta vr.nl. h „ age. »« 

ssEaBS3ariss.-JK5= 

- a— -. 











jas# drr> •. ^ilon^ Cjc year a • Aa , 

■ * **“ J “" ««17 »at o, *. MM 

“* "“ - <*> »W «M democratic tc l870 . - 

1^70, e new conotitutlon 

adopted, ar.d the rights of 

.... ' ‘ J ' :1 Jy3i:athl2ara raa tored. Captain 3tof er tt» 3 

do: ended by Arthur DaytOn. i*. **** alao 

. . , uccaaaruliy defended rrtany .ther 

Confederate soldiers who where lndleta , _ 

Indicted for murder after the civil ^ 

he at 3.3 County. ^ Poca— 


Pocahontas Timas __ Jljly 


-hey talk about the days of . 

r , , Heeoaetmetion as being trying times. ^ 

opo=o ? » the or reconstruction de,l.g rrom 1867 ta th . , . 

»«re pot Hair ao perilous to th ---= -uctloo Act 

rllous to the ooatiouaaca of the country aa th. e 
from 1365-1867. J ' th tTO j‘ ear s 

p 

on the hogifts, - lTe son3 

i. the ear. I,* Inataat ned or ' ' °° 9 ‘”‘ d 

-alags were rail fences, live stock „ a 

crop of corn. Like most soldiers all they , ' 3 

SrS a11 th *y aa ted or honed for », „ „• 

got to work Brain tw. , ^ / * * as a chance to 

£> Ins-ead tnsv f*e7f .. 

to prison ror treason. 

SXuifii:: -^ s - ^ i6 -»» 

**» Price 1‘aclly'- 'vj*r reference to 
uncles. " * s rfe tkar and fire 

In many faBill#a nona H 

f-nily. aey seflt two 3oc3 iQ J e -- 63 Wa3 Cas * m the Poa,, 

Cooper family there w-re ri~ ^ ^ **” klllad * 3*°« the 

** a ii<e sens enlist ad ts, 

xsnea lost an arc and the other tr - ‘ ^ “ d S ° b * rt tlU “- 

-barlea. Ana sa lt ““ Phelr names eara Join, and 

»th so many or the ramlll M . M 


Price History. 







The nt*w attt« *i.ii formed • Lilt a large number oi thv cuunty tailltica 
V ere it th* e^uthtfR ai*my« ?hi rebels" s -esented, to l largo entezrt, tba 
landed propwty owners ol* Pocahontas county. TThen these returned from their * 
service, it was to find much of their property demolished, their confederate 
r.onsy worthless, and in 1866 they were deprived of their right ot vote* 

In 1670 those persons who had been disfranchised were again given the privil- 

V 

ere to vote, and the old County Court was reestablished as it had existed prior 
to 1563• 

* From - Index to Becords of Poca County 

In Pearl Buck’s Book "The lixile" which is a -story of her mother Caroline 

• • 

Svulting who lived at Hillsboro, she tells many thin, s that happened in that 

vicinity during the Civil War. -The Stultings were surrounded by slave owing 

families, yet they had been taught to nave a borrow of owning hunan beings, and 

3 ince they owned no slaves felt they had no right ot fight. Yet they were to 

loyal to Tirginia to fight against her and so declared themselves neutral. 

9 • m ^ 

This of course did not make them popular and there was some threatening murmur 
against them. Yet none of their neighbors came out openly against them. However 
there came e day when a band of southern soldiers came for the son Cornelius, 

t 

who was an able bodied young man. Then he refused to go they undertook to force 

him to go. They got him on a horse, but his mother clung to his leg ang refused 
* 

to let go. They were thus-forced to let him go. Ee went to a caoin on Droop 
Hountain and for the two remaining years of the war lived there alone. He raised 

food and took it to his family at night. Therefore when the Little Levels was 

- 

av.ept by the passing southern armies, when fields ere devastaxed and barns and 
z tores robbe$ f the Stultings had food. 

- aen there was the dreadful day when north and south, met in the battle 

I^roop fountain. Cornelius was forced to hide in a cave that dey and when 

^ % 

ni oht came made his way home his clothes torn and his hands and Dare legs badley 
— etched. But his little field was ruined by cannon balls. 







/ 




?' • tell: h fcr a 5hcrt tine after the tlf.vej were freed, they Lnrcly 
•ei .. s:ir ei.roed, and that Cornelius Lad to Join tb Eu Elux 13-tn fcr a 
Kbil® to G®t tbe Treed slaves to let then alone. (So far I have not been able 
to find any reference to the K.K.K. in any other writings, but most of the 
slaves were in the Little Levels end they perhaps had an orgenigetion for a 
short tine.) 

% 

She tells that the armies at first were gey uno assured, then shaken end 
surprised, then vegeful end desperate, and at last despairing end vanquished., 
yet nore dreadful than these were the armies of the victors, sweeping triump- 
hant over the fertile fields, devistating conquerors. 

T.hen defeat was accepted, a fever to begin life was everywhere present* 

♦ 

luring these four years there had been no school as the men had been fighting 
tad the TTonen striving to keep the home together. Therefore, tnere Lac been 
no tine to think of education, There were no shops nothing to be bought every 
thing had to be produced at home. . 


From- The Exile - Buck. 
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(U I»*t < rrn wa» the Jlrutrnant Thl» pompany w •••!>***« 1 I 
c* r it 4 tpi'i) He appeared to be fo!lu»lnj( hittiNi Philippi, Mcl 
t t i ..rci ««irig agent of the County WlncliOatwr, Cron* Kt>*. Burt 1 
Ouri, aa he i’ill the Nile for the He Seven Deft, Fight around 

i*il r . ■ Ip r .. Inff k I t ? rrinflH I tti* I. m f St . iilfaf a I n 1C 


army and loafer rrstlpl* therefor. Uo 
dtr date i»f June 25, 186!, he render 
rd an Itemlxed account under expert 
v » Incurred on march of “Porahon 
ta« Ilocue*." amounting to $65 08. 
It *a» allowed ard 925 paid on ac 
count He notes a balance of #43 68 
dm him and 1 doubt If It was ever 
paid tu him. * 

The big Item of expense was #37.42 
for shoes — nineteen pairs bought on 
May 23. ut Philippi, from J. p. 
Thompson Tfie other Items Include 
bacon, tallorv, flour, meal, horse feed, 
glove#, hats, cm tori cloth, calico,' 
locks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20. at J. W. Marshall’s 
More he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combi for privates for $1.00. Also 2 
cravats, $ 1 ; 2 flannel shirts, $ 2 ; and 
, 2 more pair gloves 50 cents. 

j On Moj 22. at Beverly, from A & B 
Crawford, two hats for $3.25. From 
.1 Burket. also at Beverly, pair of 
M»oe> at #2 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents 
On the same date from K B. Bucher 
l: ]> 2 pounds of tallow for $1.25 and 
*2 1 2 pounds of bacon at 14c, #S 35 

1 'n May 21 , Elder Douglas was 
paid 33 for supper, lodging and 
breakfast for 13 persons. 

On May 25. $2 50 Is paid Jno B 
hurio for Gllham tactics. 

. . On May 
x H. .Mhatan account 

i 12 ja^Sjrar&s 

_• i.r_ 



I grand Jury indicted him for perjury, 
'and he appealed to the Supreme 
Court, where the case dragged along 
for years. 1 presume that the case 


when I have the time. 1 have the 
;een reduce to seventeen men; of l®P r esMon that Count Stofer was de 
this seventeen, eleven lived through fended by Spencer Dayton, a native 
the war, six dying In prison. of New England, father of the late 

The last member of Company I, to A G Dayton, of Philipp!, 

passover that I know of w«s Captain United States District Judge. 1 do 
J W. Mathews, of Anthonya Creek, koow *bat Mr Dayton successfully 

ulm HluH hKnul .a... Hfldpd t I iP fllimpmilt Pr.r\f u .-Ur . I ^ 


who ditd about twelve years ago. 

Captain Stofer exme from the Val 
ley of Virginia. He was a lawyer, 
and lie served as commonwealth’s at 
torney for Pocahontas a number of 
terms lie had been a soldier In tbe , latlng his experiences 

Mexican war, and fought In a num ‘ ‘ - 

her of battles. My recollection Is 
that Captain Stofer was not wounded 
In the war between the states until 


defended the numerous Confederate 
soldiers who were Indicted for murder 
after the war. In Lhlx county. 

My friend, the late Hugh P Mc¬ 
Laughlin, always took delight In re 
latlng his experiences as a boy on 
this "Tin Cup Campaign ’* Some 
where along the road to Philippi thfcy 
came to a farm where there was a 
mowing machine with Its tongue 


- .. .-. - v US lougue 

7* ,? ,en h r fel1 propped up. In a shed Few of them 
with five bullet holes In him. Everj t.,d ever seen a tc wer. »rd word 

one of these wounds was considered pasted down the ranks that i; «»„ . 
^°i r h» ' b “ l .* ie /f I0 ' e , red * Dd surt,T ,c»nnon One bjj t >ok a pr od loot 

m i . o * T ** r ®, . A ‘ * 41 «• * a4 remark,,I on tLe length of 

child, I remember him ss a friendly, the raturnd! 4 


He was .uccejded Jutt'* 


-... ..euw, ■ t 1C V\ JQ , - ■'■“It I 

H Captain Stofer certifies Sf® the w *' by the fc 5 ? be 

. ,, .. 

,fc L L ,/‘ * ,J *. 5 Correc ^ ^id-nefessa rr I certalnlv Hn «.» , 

fie use of r>af3-«impariy',te.i -- - jSteene had written uo ,i lb,t . Gensrsl 

Mr Skeen started off fine to k |Catnpa| Kn «. dap brT!", ’’’"Cup 

Sf“ MywriS I «ss Ms. saw 

l CupCa{' er r , ‘ )f ^ 9 «“ a :, Ch ihe h -'T°in •'"“«»'£ Si 

SSSS£KssywaSffi* ^ 


m 

U.i 
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teln^Ld'rewMeNed??) *° W4S Ca P we^T *!? e " &r Confederate' mi VT ^ 

jgA«Sr® co°m D i st *'" £ P K ms,[S'*SSte N 

'prided and the m “ ‘•* 0 «b. Before * “V l ° *«lt. the I 
.r,Ul,! a tvi*- B *“< Squad ^“fflee. practice law e tT°h ( ’° te ' I 

in- luri «... , .. w y ”•01 


>^<L 


ust 
or abet i 


P‘f»y w a% 

Joined (lie j 

ro,i 4, » l < C*pr*|n r ^\Ym ^* S . qu * d swear'7^* |,,| wce Ia» , elc 
* *d t’aptaii, j .y J McK e6 |« fi tbit lie bad not ald«*H 

)9iu Vlrg|, lla ,Sb4,, « com 1,4 Confederacy r , td ™ abet 

'»" »»« returif of* , w" Cs P u *n Stofe, . J,' 1 '* dld no: 

b*H*n.| (he 1 ' e Pocahontaa !!*?} °^P°Hunity b l * *he 

the mm disbanded at the bar a , A re ?; nled him 

11 nu I,. , lp “umber of audi , Der ' lo °k the oath »f2‘ c ‘ , ' ,n « »U 'r 

.. lufantry 1 T /i * 5th vT, ^ -here h e |‘?. d 2" Im ' d M. 

I ** or America Ti.t 
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_^fter The Civil TJjlt. 


Beceuse of the division of sentiment Pocahontae County Buffered far. 
nore then other counties father north or south. In a** lances brother 
fought against brother. After the war was over, It was e subject not talked 
about because of the Intense feeling that survived the war. 

It used to cske the Confederates grit their teeth when they saw the Union 
s.-ldiers wear their blue array overcoats. When the first grand jury art, 

after the war, the blue overcoeta predominated and the Confederates said it 
looked like a squad of Union soldiers. 

,Ky *• »• ""H never veer nine her . llow 

of Me IteUjr to co . 0 . Ke-elveys eels -you loot to much lit. .-yuotl...) 

a “ “* flr5t *'“* 3ury Det «• * ~4 4.V for the Confederates for 
““ of the project Confederet, .erriore .ere ***** w cher E es r^c, 

fTX d5Ir ‘' “** “* occesioned by the .er become uzrMUi 

oello.eC by the .Isdom of the leedln s me„ end . condition of'toler.tion 

“* produce. Hhn. the soldiers continued to cot. es they bed shot, * ... 

nothing more than healthy rivalry +k I ,■ 

J rivalry, and they worked together very well. 

From 1S28 W. Ve. Ei ua 

5ook . 

* 3y, Andrew Price; 

-or the Civil wer the Confederate soldier, .ere deprl.ed of the r t6 ht. 

:: r^ — ^ - - - -——*» K , 

hold offlce » practice law and so *, 

. ^ th, he oust swerfr that he had net 

lded °” Netted the Confederacy -Ms # 

, . , SCy * ihiB dld not ^Ptain D. A. Stofer 

“ f ‘ L ° e ~ r ' «tptelu of the "pocaL -,r - 

. Pocahontas Rescuers* a . Co. 1 , r;th Tlrgini. 

• « first opportunity he Pretested himself the h’„ „ . ,..ct«cl„ 

• 1 * 1 - - ~ *. - —h. i.f, off. rj 

« •*"*« - - «W of the foefederete'stetee. *. ^ Jur , 

lrtoa ‘lira for rorjurv and v, 

appealed to the Supreme Court, where the 
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DROOP MT. STATE PARE 





On top of picturesque Droop I.iountain, about four miles 
from the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp 
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some wonderful work on the State 
Park. 


It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
War in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate array 
had lies buried in a swsrap within a stone's throw of the camp. 
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs 
and memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one 

may find the old rock breastworks which were used by the Confed¬ 
erate and Union soldiers alike. 


adoux -cnree miles from 






-- 


It is now known as 


which soldiers manufactured gun por/der. __ 

"saltpetre Cave.” Occasionally old grave markers are found. 

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 shoeing the 
position of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much 
attention from tourists because of the seemingly impossibility of 
exploration, as not much can be seen from the highway. This is 
deal place x ra picnic's, as the CCO boys have built chimneys 
-'or camp cooking, and seats and tables, etc. and have made the sil 

° f the battle ° ne of the tao TO parks in Pest Virginia. R ot 

"* * railS h3Ve bee ” buil * l°ad to views that are entrancing. 

Visitors are always welcome. 
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j'^UTEK 4 - LhCTlU: 4b-S 

focahomas county 


Ifej-e 1 


BATTLES OF MILL POINT AND 


DROOP MOUNTAIN 


*n ’’OVenter 1S63 there were no Confederate forces of any site anywhere in 

•est •irfinia except in the Greenbrier Valley. That was held by the Confederates 

# 

from i': head to its Toot, some 17C miles, by between four and five thousand soldiers, 
protecting Virginia from attack from the west. 

% 

General Kelly, in command of the department o i *»ect Virginia, gave orders to 
General Averill at Beverly and General i>uffie at Gauley bridge to send armies to meet 
at Lev/1 sburg and drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier Valley. 

Averill care into Pocahontas by the Staunton end Parkersburg Turnpike and turned 
£-• at Travelers Kercse. At that tire the Confederate troops vrere stationed as 

0 

fellers: At Glade Hill in the upper part of the county was Certain 7«. L. MoKeel* s Co., 
At Stray, Captain J. V.. Marshall was in charge of a detachment watching the Marlins 
i: ttor. ant ruttonsville Turnpike; Col. TV. 7k. Arnett had a regiment at Aarlins Bottom in 
comfortable leg houses getting ready to winter there; Colonel IK. L. Jackson had the 
main part of his regiment the 19th Virginia Cavalry at Mill Point; Col. V>. F. Thompson 
v.as away with a part of his regiment on an expedition to Nicholas County and had 
gotten as far as Cold Knob in Greenbrier Co., Gen. Echols had the main part of the 
troops at Lewisburg. 

i 

Lc.teel 1 8 Co., at Glade Hill discovered the Advance of Averill and sent a 

messenger to warn Arnett at Aarlins net ton. ui the advance. Averill m.oved swiftly, anc 

• • 

th.s courier getting through would have s^rvrisea tr.e ^onfeceratet in tx.eir 
1 w tnc iiCT.eel got too close and four were captured, and John 

r " : e-eel had his horse shot end he rot a broken leg out or it. The main camp of 
. w&s cut off and t•ey escaped by going up Oalfords Creek and crossing 
A * r • e ~cy fountains to t:e waters cf rack Creek. 


~-\r» *ney 
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• tr lux *oil t . > 


Gcahoftt** l*ounfc v » 


rare 


r ^ ;t U * 0t **$« »«n out Of Lfcru* A 

' . .«.«- ( «j 17 “ ww - ■•' “* - - - ♦— -.. -... 

... tolw . t>ie jr; pt “" ^ .. 

to the reed on top :, rr S " EJ,, » «* W ^ o| 

• lot c " tree s acroes the Price Hill 

“* a “ r ° r th * — «, that . 1M1 „ hlll ,, d T „ . . 

tMo county were t.odnosdoy.Kov 4 -v. ''* ' ICitlE . days r ° r 

then It was th.t tho bireeot h„.., y • • 1863 - 

,. ,. . t " er f0U£ht •” *>•■>«**.. occurred. Aro.tt loot 

liarlins Bottom at sun dorm on “ 

. ncsd * y " 4 c ° ! •- — u E 

=>- «* «* « — >— K.rli .0 Bottom .„d mi Point. .„d Averill , lth 

“ W -" U1 ' • Pl.° to capture Arnott'c forces by .« J 

down the pike to r e t A- ae tt «=+ *. , ‘ sending Chley 

Arnett started south wMl« Cr,i v 

hoover Creel: to C et .hood of r ’ ’■ 0 " 3 f ° r " S iC ""‘ 

roods motto, ibis pi.o .oojd hove suoooed.d but for Co! V, „ 

recoiled from Cold Knob wit. h- ’ ' "°‘ 9 ‘ 0t - ri ““ fc een 

wrtn hi. covolry ood uns.ddlinr o t hl . , 

«■ S - -hen docksC sooner ■ “ 

Crook rood Tho ■ ^ “ P *"'* t<,ld >*» *° hold th. Hoover 

• ee. rood. Thompson imm.di.tely went to Beover Creek o„d 

trees .cross the rood He f.l 1 ■ ’ ^ the evenly cutting 

_ t0 . 6 fel1 ““ firins “ -• W. delayed th. Pede-.l 

-> such on extent thot Arnett got by. 

0 ” tUS eXpediti ° n - >«* with hi. some signal experts It 

*-t the mein corps would .toy st Huntersville while ‘ 

Chapel where they ...re to s H ’ ' “ <* to **"*» 

• er6 to send up rockets to conmur^cate th. 

c °l. Harris and his trobps. •‘ UEi '- 10Q acd s^cess of 

L!err:tt V;eRt cf the hill at Punt.er.vj - - . s.fcMfera 

ar - d 3«r»ick. v.ent on w-'th * . . rV ° the si ^ s 

v,..., uroors to report. It v.ns ar>-a-red th.t 
t0 te sent up at 8 P u j »• * “ C 1 * #t wh ® rocket s ^re 

' h ^ an3 Merritt waited on ton of . 1* 1-1^ 

tec - r -r °^ wne knob until 10 P w 

ao roc>«*« v, ±u t. Ad. and 

*>• «•-•» k«i to hea.Tcufeytcrs it . , 

- lr; '.coe . ’ -tera.rds oppeered trat 

■creed J ^ “ *“* ^ ™ — » >• - « they Wore not oh- 

T ' 11 ‘ t> ' OUCh th ‘ ^ on d" 6 deretes sow them red again.t the sky. they' 
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lin - >OOrtbBtM WauttV 

/ ¥ +*T* * sort L *** departure in njunt^, Ik * *’ ' 

worfure. Thompson ana his bloci»din E 

tactics had interfered with the „ •' 

march so much that the Rriny v;a6 tlrct } ourtj late> 

W Thursday hov. 5, 1853, v ,-ns . . , 

f Mil Point day. Mill Point has never teen riven the 

credit for the bartisr bv fire +y fi -* J 

' 6 had that dfi y because what occurred next day 

at Drocr fountain. five miles 

south, has overshadowed it to such . great e.teot. 

There was enough powder burn«d +v„ 4 - j ^ 

turned that day at Mill Foint to fight a great battle. The 

Federal armies were at Stephen Hai« b„„ „ . ' 

f E&le Run and ° n the hill between that run and till 

Feist. The Confederates formed a battle .1 .. 

ttle line along the banks of Stamping Creek for a 

•“* " 4 ”V h6ir ™ <" “» -uth ot Kill Point. *h.n then 

t ” M *' f “ to thunder it occurred to Jaebeon th.t his b.ttle line ... 3 ust the right 

distance from the federal batteries +n 

be in range of grape shot and he withdrew his 

army by having them slip silently up the stream +v , , 

stream until they were hid by the bend of the 

mountain, and he took them out bv the fiin-t- . 14 .. n 

oy the flint pits near Tom Beards, having gotten his 

trocrs under way, he looked up to the in,, 

P the l0ng Smootfl SUffinkit of 1 *oop Mountain and aecided 

to t*. his stead then,. ny nightfall h. was in- carp on the crest Ionising dowa on the 

seoerel er^.s they Kindled their fires in the breed fields of the Little Levels. 

Cn that Thursday the Federal troop.-.t Karlin. Bettor got word to cut out the 

bloc bade ard rove on to Kill Foint. Before they left, they burned the log e.bins the 

-rr_ trierstes had planned to winter in# 

\ ' 

' °° th *'' “ S "‘ : ' ’ ' 00 ' Ger ‘ eral Echols at Lewisburg heard that Gen. Duffie with an 

“ r ~ *"*'* M " fr “ G *“ ley •* Averill .a. coring fror Beverly, so he E< 

= =:-• « regioenyest on the Midland Trail to hold Duffie. Be roved the re- 

— W Ms erry to Fooehontas. That day he earthed hi. r.en fourteen rile, end went 

-nte cent et S rr -; nr £ rpp v Th= „ 

•; F 5 k ‘ The were to reinforce Jaokson who was to fall 

CCUl1 ihat niEht ’ ftssage was received by Bohol, that the 

r" 1 CWCh *-»- »- thought at first, and that there .ould be 

-5 »*• 30 night to Sleep, ichols got his lorces ucder w#y iri W***.^* #Pd 

j rc . n r , 

at nine o’cloci; 11.at. ser.t morning# *hifi a record march* 
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« -dies OTW maintain roads. But when +v-„ 

... ‘ i car,a back that same night they made 

“ !a fc0 “-*- Ih — Mn m)M 66 nl 

rajes in hours, end had 

urnsted 7 hours fighting a battle 

le - Ihey “ w •'« th.y rescbed 

for Buffi. ,-.s duo there th.t Bor„iu 6 . 

“ “ rnlnt *> ** -»•« - -roua d.ouoou .no 

Tdor.-oor., Echo!, .«***. ulth on of . r0 „ nd 5000 soldie „ _ „ 

the fort of the mountain. He ^as rO„< A 

F in sight of the Confederates cn the mountain 

Odd it impossible to ™ r ch up the fountain « .tt.cb fror. the front without Wi« 

root. Therefor., ho sent Col. Au S ustus tiooro, of the 28th Ohio Segment. »nd Col. 

T. 11. Harris, of the 10th V'eht 

irgmia, to make a flanking movement and attack 

the Confederates from the rear. AvaHU „ 4 . ^ , . 

. averill made gestures of attack from the front 

a 

.hilo Hour. .»d Horrid trtth about 1000 soldiers wont over the mountain and through 

the woods to attack in the rear. 

Host of us hfeve grown up with the idea that the Confederates neglected to guard 

their le: “ :lanl: 8X1,1 that the y were taken by surprise, but a study of the official 
dispatches on both sides do not bear out that theory. It seems that no less than 

four detachments were sent against this attack and that they fought a long and blocdy 
cattle for about a mile through the thick forest and underbrush on top of the 
mountain. *nd what is more, instead of being surprised-by the flawing movement, 
a Confederate soldier fired the £irst shot. *his soldier said, "We were lying in the 
W °° dS T, ' 6tchiE r for the Federals to-advance and the first we se* of them was when 
--.er showec his head over a rail fence. This was the first soldier killed at 
tre Of Droop Fountain. ' - 

^ u c J.e Confederates raised at this fence and poured a devastating 

“*"*• - h - s v,as critical moment, had his men broken at this 

# 

e the w.&itle would have seen lost. The men were commanded to lie down, and 
rt y( ■ *- tr ris* s regiment joined him and they went forward fighting 

ev ery r * 

' t?,fc wa y» arriving at last at the cleared hill where the rebel 

1 








* > ung in th. Ul Face 6 

u ‘« fight wont on in +v 

***>' *" C ' : cacrmU c ^nder Echol, knew of the j / " Mt * 

■ fo «« int W#fi . ' mp ° rW « * thet cement. 

r8 * 1 * reinforced bv Col 

i n»c^r* on * r,t - 5Cre ,,!0r * c ^‘*ni 08 Of the same rcri * , " 

... • r ®ei»cnt. Then the 23rd Virginia 

S,ttali°® v»s ordered into the woods on the * 

ex reme left to support Thompson* 

' Col. Gibson W1 th four companies of the l 4t h v< , « r 

14th Virginia Cavalry (Cocltran 1 u 

"T 0 "" 0rdS ” d i0t ° th ‘ — —• «- fi*^ ... w ..t. ... 

‘ ‘ - ** ^ ° f troor ‘ fr °“ or *. i « lu4in6 c. P t. 

f.«reS 2 %uC!.o1bs £»lut>S. y,pr« _.*i _ . 

’ re pla0ed ™**r “*pt. John a. Thompson and they 

t *‘ e i^tai woods and bv a ri »*«%«... 4 . 

pcrate charge actually stopped the advance 

but the cext wave went over their,. 

ir ' rlU ™ rc!! '- “ p tfc ' r 0 OTt 'i” fro., th. front fc, detected the fi E htin 5 

in the rear. When his men reached the top of the mountain the Confederate forces 

broke and ran. - e reaerals fought a stern chase battle with them for hours. 

t 

-r.ose who have made a study of troop movements which culminated in the battle 
cf Vroor. Louruain say that General Echols had no time to stay and fight it out with 
Aver 2 x 1 w} en he knew another union army was coming to cut off his rear by way of 
Lewis burg. Ee was in a trap and it was up to him to get his army out before it 

1 

could be sprung. 

It v as a far more reaching victory than the Richmond government was willing to 
sdr.it, for it was the last stand in a way that the Confederates made in VTcst Virgi 

•^e retreat took their well down to Dublin, and no rebel army was assembled here 
*fter that time. This v;as the turning point of the war so far as the mountains were 

concerned. 


It was fought by troops from the two Virginias -with one regiment each from 
Ulo and Pennsylvania . It broke the power of the Confederates and determined the 
•■‘rol f- t) ... vr stern part of Virrir.ie. 

Gen. Echols reported that the only trophy the Federals could boast of was the 

06 1ture cf q brass cannon. This cannon was a twelve pound howitser or sling and was 
f r i d e cf the Confederate arrv, but it 1:«J been injured in a battle ax Tfnite 








ant** 


«* * « ^ 

► '' "■* “*"»» »»'•«. .M lt , 

, . „, r.»- ov„ th . to Mj< • «« - *• — » - «« 

. _ j tv * 14 . °° ^ ftr * B *® known this cannon 7 /ac 

-,. r fv ‘ . ^Ufh it is 4 . , _ 


n 


. k . . nn jb Known thii 

rvfr fk t .curb it i, beli«, V0( j t0 b * 

buri « d on th0 ,; -° c oy l*nd. 

.ohn Johnson lost * n eve . ... 

1* battle. It *i»« his third wound. He 

mentioned in the dispatches for hi* / ’* 

ravery Wd courage. he said that it 7 .as 

the hottest fire he ever experiences c* ♦ * 

ptain l£arshall and Captain Hutton, also 

Leiut. w*chn . beard of Focahont** 

unty received honorable mention in the 

spatches • 


ar ' v reu -- r aed over the Seneca Trail to Beverly they 7 ;ere fired 
upcr. by a troop of b oout 60 confecerate soldiers near the top of Elk Ilountain. Bus 
whackers these soldiers were called. (Prices History of Pocahontas). 

a » 

I*, v.ss here tnat Colonel Cochran of Virginia made his famous escape, nt v;as 
k. eB ‘*J l^»*»er oi a scuad of Union soldiers. Vthen ts^ea v.i.y x*e aid not 

surrender he mic. If they had said, "Col* surrender.' 1 1 would have ■-cne so; Hut t:.e} 
yelled, "Stop you - red headed son of a gun 1 ." and 3 would not ecco-r.ocate anyone 

who would use such language to me. 

At er.el 1' s full rar.e v.-a s 






V»illiam Tioods Averill 


I’ve found his nar.e spelled Averil, and Aver ell, hut ^ believe Averill is correct# 

This material v.as taken from 1928 »'• Va. Blue book. History of Focahonuas, 


Pocahontas Tires Uov. 14, 1935 
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TQ0 ioue>it or, th* eth day of ✓ ^ 
l. rurccr concerted of the 22nd Virginia 
” Kanawha Sour.ty, afterward killed at ^ 
th Virginia Infantry, Colonel W. P. TnonrBon 
Infantry, Colonel W. W. Arnott Commanding ; 
onrl James Cochran.Commanding; Jackson*6 ana 
8 and Derrick'e Bnt-talllone. The entire 
eral John Echols. This force, on the first 
Meadow Bluff, in Greenbrier County. 

composed of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
he 5th, 6th, anc 10th, V?est Virginia Infant! 
Tnls force had been stationed at Beverly in 
orce was under command of General W. W. 


Avere^l left Beverly on Sunday and came over Cheat mountain by 
v ay of Cnes^ ana marched by Camp Bartow, where they left the Staunton 

£ Jarjcersourg Turnpike and took the road leading by Greenbank to Huntersville 

They reached r.untersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell 
tnat. t ol Th.omp6ori, iy.iitrfi ^h.e.iSth vVirginla Cavaliy, was at 

:.!arlins Bottom', Jat -tdte. Greenbrjir .Bridge^ yAyereil ient the 1*4th Pennsyl¬ 
vania Cavalry and the era Viest Virginia Mounted Infantry down Beaver Creek 

: xiver-.-.ei^t_*niie:s jR&mxjsfr. eputh.-^pf-diarlinton to icut off 
:Tbc?..pFon *at Stepnen Piol-e'Run onuther Marlin-Lew is burg Turnpike!, and sent the 
•2nd and 3th West Virginia mounted infantry to Marlinton with Ewing's Battery. 
Thompson, apprehending his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of 
trees across the pike on Price Hill, a mile or so distant from the bridge, 
and best the federal^ forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
with the confederate troops in the Levels etna there turned ana stopped the 
advance. There was some cannon firing that day acro66 the valley of Stamping 
Creek at kill Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night time 
from his command at Marl in ton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had 
escaped the trap. 


Averell moved hie Huntersville army down Beaver Creek, Thursday, 
starting at 3 a/ m. and reaching Kill Point at 8 a. m. He “had ordered 
the Colonel in charge of the Marlinton array to cut out the barricade on 
Price Hill and join him at Mill Point, and both wings of the army arrived 
at Mill Point at the same time. The effect of this was to put the Con¬ 
federates in motion anu they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to 
the heights overlooking that town, and erected embankments ana fortifi¬ 
cations or. the crow of the mountain overlooking the Levels where the pike 
tops the mountain going south. 


Averell says that the reason he did not attack on Thursday, 
r.e came upon the Confederates in the Levels v;as that he was thirty f 
miles from Lewisburg end that if he drove his enemy forward that day 
v o*. 1c get by Lewisburg• before luff ay Duffie would have arrived from 

:* an at na. 


On Thursday then about all that was cone was to try to go around 
derates and cut then off from the mountain, but Jackson beat the 

left the Levels to be occupied by Averell. 


troops into position before da 
th Pennsylvania to the left me 
eck bridge and appeared to be r 
battery war placed on the . i h 
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241.64 


,, v OEOROIA H . rrJiijUi 

- - 

N 0 to dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August. 
ct!l 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Marllnton 
Hotel Company- Said debt with Interest Is as follows: 
principal $ 10 , 000.00 

Interest from 8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 • • _ 

TotfO. $10,241.64 

Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the 3ank of 
Unrlinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
being secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
Bank of Lexington, Virginia, hnvlng assigned its lien by virtue ol 

said deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 

♦ 

LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS. 


r --.r-:.'.: ;Rs & m erchants bank or marlinton. 

Note dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, with a credit 

of $60.00, due July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 

• • 

October 15th, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property 
owned by the I.’arllnton Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is 

4 

#■ 

as follows: 


Principal 

Interest from 7-14-1934 to 1-1-1935 


Total 


$5,300.00 

148.10 

$5,448.10 


LIENS OF THE FOURTH CLASS. 


H. KZLMKNSOM. 
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4 - 11 o n 4 - Incidents in Battle of Broop fountain. 

Tr.e ^roop fountain battlefield Commission has tried to 
mark the position of the different units and by actual survey 
and Measurements, that the arkers which they have planted 
and the maps which they have prepared, may be a sure guide to 
the public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 
the battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers 
stood in the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil. 

J.Cilton Butcner, who was Jackson’s courier, carried 
the last order cnat his chief gave. The order was to Col. 
Lerrick, and read, "Fall back to pike, west of artillery." 

Ke delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he was 
captured, but made his escape. 

i.lajor Hester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in 
front of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they vere 
hack, whereupon Hester shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes 
were up the 10th .est Virginia coming up as Colonel Hoor sevs 
in a report, "just in the nick of time", turned the tide of 
battle, and the i..ajor found it more convenient to run than 

«.bout this time the Confederate line was reinforced by 
four companies of the 22nd v irginia Infantry, and one company 
of the 14th Virginia Cavulry dismounted. They poured a ueaaly 
fire from behind a fence into the ranks of the 10th ..est Vix- 
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ginia Infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 
to be in an exposed position, and many of its members were be- 
in shot down, and many wounded and some of its members began 
to fall back. Their Cuptain was in prison and the First 
Lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company hud but one com¬ 
manding officer. Lieutenant .henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the 
orderly sergeant was in advance of the company. -~-t this point 
our chairman saw the condition of the company and went up to 
3axter and requested him to get back and help line up the com¬ 
pany. To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and 
Kicked two or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 
over and Baxter received a mortal wound. W. F. ldorrison, 

’.V. M. Barnett and John A. 31agg we believe were the next to 
cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg was badly wounded 
and Barnett had a leg shot off. Lorrison escaped unharmed. 
George .. idorrison, oilas Barr and Id. B. Shaver were the next 
of Company F to cross the rail fence. This occurred near the 
close of the battle. h T o braver man than J. 1). Baxter ever 
espoused a cause or went to war. few minutes later hajor 
Bailey of the 22nd Virginia was mortally wounded, while trying 
to rally his men to make another stand. he v.es an officer and 
soldier-of daring and courage. 

Two cost pathetic scenes occurred at that battle; 

-ter tne battle 8 squad of soldiers was detailed to gatner 

bp the dead ana wounded, end a mo n ~ the number thus detailed 
was undrew J. Short of Company F, -10th 'Jest Virginia Infantry. 
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They were working in the night, and Short discovered a dead 
soldier, and took hold of his body to remove him to the place 
,here they were bringing che dead and wounded soldiers. He felt 
a crooked finger on the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and 
feel of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John. 

He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
that he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he : 
found for a certainty that it was his brother. 

After the battle a young woman was observed going among 
the dead looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed¬ 
erate soldier. On being asked what she was looking for she 
said, "I am looking for George”. She was the guest at the 
i.ome of Colonel lucNeill. She had recently married and was 
the wife of Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County. George 
had gone through the battle unharmed and was far from the scene 
of conflict when his wife was looking among the dead. 

Jhile every battle has its tragedies, yet in most every 
battle there is some amusing incident. James Sisler was Col.. 
Jackson’s brigadier quartermaster, and had charge of the trains 
and ordinance supplies. He recently related that at the close 
of the battle when they were on the retreat and in great con¬ 
fusion, he road up to Colonel ^ackson and asked him what he 
would do with the wagon train, and Jackson said, n Damned if I 
know". Sisler said that he tnen ordered the teamsters to 
turn their wagons, and retreat on the Lewisburg pike. He said 
in the confusion that the team of General Echols' ordinance 
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wagon beoame frightened, and ^ 

a. and whltled around, breaking the tongue 

off the wagon. They then nut „ 

‘ 0 ience rails on the wagon to 

set it on lire, and he said for sflvst-ni , 

ior several years after, the war, 

people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th ..est Virginia 
infantry. Is authority for the story Illustrating the coolness 
of colonel .arris In battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel 
narris was leading his regiment Into position for the final charge 
at _roop mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con¬ 
federate lines passed through tne long, red beard then worn by 
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed 
whiskers end as he dropped them to the ground, turned to .adjutant 
John /.arnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear; 

I’m afraid he'll get shot." Then he continued to lead tne 
charge on foot. 


Prior to the Battle of Droop Mountain there were no con¬ 
siderable Confederate forces anywhere in 'Jest Virginia except 
ia the Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates from 
Its head to its foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy 
"Dies, and which protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 

" 0r th e purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces, General 
Averell was directed to march from Beverly, V.est Virginia, to 
^ewiaburg and it was while on the march that he net the enemy 
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at -Toop Mountain. The batUe 

of November, 1863, between th thcj e iought on the 6th day 

u . .. 6 forces commended by General 

Averell, and the Confederate 1 

orces by General John Echols 

and Colones William L. Jackson. 1 

At a distance, it would look nv. 

like common consent that 

the forces were to be assembles for a ci nsl t , „ 

^ test of strength• 

General Averell, with a ^ 

y formidable force, left Beverly 

on ^ov. 1st, to find -the P n om „ 

y and give battle wherever he 

might be found. General !YM 7 Ton i, 

-• L. .^ackson, commanding a brigade 

er.d several other units, battalions and companies, was Joined 
by jeceral ^chols on the morning of the 6th, by a splendid 
brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the 


Confederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the 
5th, and drove them to the foot of Droop Mountain, end there 
camped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General 
Averell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his 
front to the foot of the mountain. About 9 a. M. the 10th 
"• Va. Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one company of the 14th 
-a. Cqv. and two pieces of Ewing's Battery were sent ar¬ 
ound on a back road six and one-half miles where they formed, 
- n 3 struck the enemy in force. Here is where the principal 
f - r ‘d hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing 
°ver one small plot of cleered land, not comprising more than 
° ne acr e> thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. 
rr ' 6 of those wounded died later, so if this battlefield gover- 
nearly two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven 



^OCAKOtyp.,, 

' Akj coin,’ 


TY 


u «• 

thousand determined Sol(11 

been, if the land had been cl^r^ *** Casu6lt y list have 

2 nd, 3rd, and 8th ..eat V a . ^ell then formed the 

the 14th Pa. Cavalry i n linQ ^ entry, with a portion of 

ing the Confederate forces 1 baUle ’ Wh ° su °ceeded in driv- 
and 19th Va. Cav. and other unit 0864 ^ ^ " ireinia Inft * 

summit. While further on th 3 UP ^ m ° Untain » near the 
find a portion of Colonel L ’ onfet ^ erate liae we 

- commanding, S ° th Va ' **»1 

four companies derrick’s h +♦ 8 £ ' 3ra Va *’ i ' :ajor Bles sing; 

«... - “• 

as the fighting became more se , ^ h 66 ” t " 1Ce 08064 beCaUEa 

weakened their rl-tt b °° ^ COnfed ” at * «». they 

their left, ? 361,4106 nt s to strengthen 

The forces engaged in the battle sere composed of twelve 

confederate units regiments w+*i • 

eiments, battal 10 ns and independent companies 

° JS lni ° n f °^ Ces were composed of nine units reg- 
-nts and battalions, there was but a slight difference * thQ 

-^-oers composing the two armies, the 10th West V irglnia infantry 
^ the 23rd Ohio that comprise, the flanking party and did the 
Principal fighting was reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
Virginia Infantry, Confederate, was reported officially at 5o0 
soldiers strong and the 23rd Virginia battalion 350 strong, 
fcptain -arshall with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain herring’s 

■- Gallon 300, and i.ajor Lesler's battalion and other units 
composed a very elegant righting force. These units were con- 
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o.ntrated cn the Confederate left and roueht the 10 th and 28 th. 

jo it was ■ -t -- e rp . by seasoned troops pf approximately 

e _usl numbers. 


: 1 ; - e tide of battle was the neglect of the 

Cor..''eder.;te j-eneral to lortify his position and protect his 
flunk* .-.verell, an officer of superior ability, took adven¬ 
ts ye of the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 
his infantry and gave them such a slight margin for their es¬ 
cape which caused much confusion. 

.-.11 chat saved the Confederates from being cut off was 
:.-.e lake that protected their left flank. If Generals Jackson 
end hchols had fortified the bbck road over which the flanking 
units marched, and protected their lines by fellinf timber and 
temporary breast works on the mountain side, which they had 
abundant tine to do, their position would have been inpregnable. 


The mere height of a mountain is of but slight advantage to .hose 
defending it, if they are not protected by breast works. ..hen 
the 10th .est Va. Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on 
the left of the Confederate line, the Confederate commander see¬ 
ing their peril and danger of being cut off, ordered e retreat. 
The roeds oeing blocked by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains 
caused much confusion. The Union victory was not the result 


of lack of numbers on the Confederate side, nor to the gallantry 

of her soldiers, but a lack on .he part of their commanders to 
comprehend the situation and take advantage of their position. 
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Partial reports node bv th« i 

t 1 dieted in leading officers who par- 

c. ci pa ted in the Battle nr 

~»roop J “Ountain. 

General .,verell« s heport; 

,. ; n the flr8t day “-ember, I left Beverly with ny 

ooruL.an consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. 

10th .est drgmia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 

;n d 6St /irginiS ^^edrmfantry, Lieut. Col. .. scotti 

r est Virsinia “»>“*•« infantry, Col. J. E . oiey; 14 th 

-.atairy. Col. J. if. Gchoonnaker; Gibson's 3at- 
talion and Batteries B & G 

. ^ * First ,,est Virginia Aight artillery 

- a Pt, j. V. Keeper and 0. T. Ev/ing. 

UD tte ra ° rnins ° f 6th we approached the enemy's 
Poamon. The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to 

6 rlSht t0 * r “S a »*■ hills, with orders to attach the 

enemy's left and rear, the attach of our Infantry, l,i 75 strong 

"•as conducted skillfully by Col. Moor. 

The Zai ' 3rd ' and 0T h» dismounted, were moved In line 
obliquely to the right, until their right was joined to Moor's 

Col. Moor ways when he arrived in front of the enemy's 

position, at 1:45 P. a. he formed a line and ordered Col. Barrie 

up in double quick, who arrived in the nick of time. 

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report. 

-ieut. col. Alex. Scott, 2nd west V irGlnla M OUated In¬ 
i', that about 1C o’clock, having moved to the front, 

° r<Jered t0 disrM unt my command and fight on foot, and 
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was ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. 

At this time we found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cev- 
airy in line of battle, with Jackson 1 s force. The 2nd, 3rd 
and 6th *est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 

breast works”. 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number, 
there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 
seven severly and five.slightly. 

.Report of Colonel John Oley 

eighth ..est Virginia JJounted Infantry. -niter taking ny 
place wit;, column on the morning of the 6th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of ^roop Mountain of Skirmishers, 
and pickets. —bout IP. M. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 
Mounted Infantry would take a position on my right, snd was or¬ 
dered to assault the enemy’s works in conjunction with them. 

Col. Barnes N. Schoonmaker’s Report 

Col. James K. Schoonmaker, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
says that "On the morning of the 6th, I was ordered with my 
regiment and Keeper’s Bettery, to move to the extreme right of 
the enemy, who had again taken a position on the almost nat¬ 
urally fortified suuirait of oroop Mountain, and keep up a fire 
on their forces that their attention nM.ht be drawn from Col. 

Mo or , wno was to make an attack on their left. Knowing of tne 
intended assoulj of Col. Moor, I immediately got mj regiment re- 
formed, and passed with two sections of artillery on the double 
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* UiCk fron the extreme right to th 

^ t to the center." 


: ThDS Slb30n - uth - c E , alry 

— to . ckle ;::rvr ,e ” • 

train n. ' Carlin s Bottom, with the 


Ae loth -est V irglnla Infentry l0 , t ^ 

o.-.er.ty-seven v.ounded. 


Sht killed and 


* ne 2cth Ohio Infantry lost 


-ounded. 


live killed and twenty-one 


CONFEDERATE reports. 

3rig. General John iichols. 


Bchols says that he pieced his roroes at the ere 

° f ti,e m0untaln - batteries of chapman and Jackson unde 

■he command of Major ’.7. McLaughlin, were placed near where C, 

J “ Ck " 0a Pla0Ed tB0 pieoes of bis battery under the com- 

oand of Capt. Lurty. 

001 ' S - ?atton was placed in command of the First 

-'igade^ viz; the S2„a Virginia Infantry. LaJ. fi. Bailey; 

■ a 23rd Virginia Battalion, Major .Vo. Blessing commending; 

then at the right of the turnpike road near the summit, and 

‘••ej. 3.11.,., 22nd Kegiment in the rear of the Battery. 

-hia time, -olonel Thompson's 19th Virginia cavalry was moved 

to the left v r . 

•lth one hundred end 


seventy-five men and was 
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shortly reinforced bv siv 

y 3111 ° oni,a " 1 « Of the 23rd Battalion, 

Uter, Colonel Patton ordered to „ 

rneied to aeteoh these companies 

of the 22nd Virginie 

b lnfantry unaer C -P‘ 0 in John K. Thompson 
■corse 3. Patton commanded iSohol'a Brigade. The 

2204 '' lrSlnla Bant lDt ° aotl °” *th five hundred and fifty 
strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in killed, funded 

° ' ' J13SlnS ' rbe 23rd Vlr einia Battalion, three hundred 
and fifty strong, lost- sixty-one In killed, wounded and 

missing. 


Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, 
one hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, 
thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 p. ic. 


report of i.aj. Ida. Blessing, 23rd Virginia oattalion 

■•hen the fighting became very severe I wes ordered to 

march with six companies, to the support of oaptein Marshall, 

«ho, with one hundred and twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was 
being forced back on the left. 

.e were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. 

-re then xeimorced by three companies or the 22nd Vir- 

Infantry, and one dismounted company of the l 4 t Vir- 
?inia Cavalry. 


Report of Colonel Thompson 

Colonel Thompson, 19th Virginia Cavalry, says that he 
" rjnt ° ne hundr ed cavalry under command of Captain "-ershall, 




< 


POCAHONTAS COUNTY 

- 5 - 

the oommand consisting of the 19th and 20th Virginia uavalry 
just then, Major Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, con¬ 
sisting oi three hundred men, he having deployed his men on 
the right of the line formed by Captain Marshall. 

Report of Col. W. 7/iley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
Says that about 2 P. M. we were attacked by the 2nd 
and 3rd and 8th West Virginia Mounted Infantry. 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 
Colonel Ferguson, 16th Virginia Cavalry, says inat he 
reported to General Echols on the bth of November, who was 
then on tne march, and arrived at the camp of Colonel ^ackson 
at the eastern base of Droop Mountain, at 6 A. M. on the 
morning of the 6th. One squadron of the 14th Regiment was 
ordered to take position on the old road of Locust Green. 

The efficient men of six companies were dismounted, four 
companies placed on the extreme left under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in 
center. John J. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company F, 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross the rail 
fence at the bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside 
tne enemy's lines. 

This whole report has been taken from "Report of 
Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission" John D. Sutton, uhair 


man. 
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Was r °U6ht Uovenb 
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part of 
he Union, . 


aoo Ps then 
s the Union 


°- e newly formed 

: vicl nity, also to 
' Lt the Old Sta-ho 


w * WJe People 
Southern Troops were 

’•'alley with Headouan 

Vria Union to the v ir , 

•Tinis and Tennessee , 

t,le V1 °inity of El hi, 
°omin£ and th* , 



out so that the line n rmi/i v 

OUla ba stained. The Scathe™ tree- 
were living off o-r th* ™ + -oop, 

. . . , k the 00Unt17 ana people were insisting 

l ‘ av aid be sent to them. 


’ ''' CVer 26th > Ce " benjamin Kelly, u. S. Aney ordered 

. erell ‘ ' Vh ° at that tine ««* stationed at Beverly, Vfest 

• -ma, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con 

aerate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to Join forces 

ene ~‘ 16 '* 0 lelt Charleston Hovember 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 A 
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for lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 


.n, b. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.a., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over Hew Hiver 






General Averell moved on the 1st day of Eovember and imme¬ 


diately contacted gorilla bands and snail detachments of confed¬ 


erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 


ail resistance and on Hovember 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 


.'rgrnra, aoout 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from 


Lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffle 


would not reach lewisburg, until Hovember 7th so didn't attack 


until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 


The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 


-o- Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the locust Creek bridge 
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 


tne a PPearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^keepers cattery was placed on the hill above Beards MU, 
u -didwely opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
c.< ...oun „ain about 8:00 A. LI. Eivon's battery was placed to the 
-^.t oj, -he turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson's bat- 
-j.on and uhe famous 10th V.’. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 


on the pike at Hillsboro. 


ea the r; * K00nte4 Keg- 

—* base ; 1°l he 7 — - - — — - 

— on. company of th 77 77- - “* ««• **-ry 

nen in all, were sent' C -alry (about 1200 

. . ...' 3 l011E *0 the right via lobelia 

nJT ZZ T JaOM r ° ad 3nd take the Confederates on the left 

’ "** m0 ' re ““ t * tart#a about 5:00 A. M. ^ flue to consi¬ 

gns of the roads, di d aot 00nplete ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

- P os -*- Lion of the Southerners was as follows: On the 
mver road, Edgar's Battalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 

?: ’ Jnlra tr °° PS ^ la «, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; l S th Virginia Cavalry under Oo. Cochran; Borricks 

-r..alien of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; hajor Blessing with 

6 companies of the 23rd Battalion was placed on the lobelia-Jacor 

roar covering the left flank. l he right flank was protected by 
a steep mountain. 

About 1:45 P. B. November 6th, 1663, the flanking party tha- 
-:ac been sent via lobelia reached the Confederate lines and ^ 

lately attaoked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Segments immediately 

f " dlre0t " ta0k ^ thS fa ° e ° f -hey joined 

-orce with the flanking party, and drove the'Confederates back 

o..ard Xewisburg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 

-re in eonfusion-Cavalry and Infantry all mired up together. 

0Ol ° nel Th0npSOn ’•* in eotraand of the rear guard of the 
& " " aerate 81,3 “ ,vas through his strong defense that the South- 
*7 tr °° PS aWe t0 Wth draw "Ithout much loss of life or 

Anolher thing that might have influenced the retreat 
* hBt C#aeral Avore11 di « not wish to push the Confederates 


roc fast, as he wanted Gen. Duffie to reach Lewisburg first and 

cut them off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 

and passed through Lewisburg just as General Duffie entered the 

town fron the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 

some equipment. . 1 _ 

* 

This battle was the deciding point in Y/est Virginia. After 
this the entire state was in the hands of the northern armies. 

Cne very interesting part of General Echol’s report is 
quoted: "Iiy artillery and trains were brought safely through with 

the exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman’s oatiery, 

0 

which broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to oe 
left this offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can 
boast." «•' 

This cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp 
on Droop Mountain, but has never been found, for those who visit 
the Droop Mountain Battle Field, a large map has been drawn show¬ 
ing the position of the troop the day of the battle, also the 
present location of Camp Price, a larger and more distinct nap 
than could be shown here. This larger map shows location of 

monuments, marlrers and other items of interest. 

• • 

Co. 2598, CCC invites all to visit the Battle Field and 
will enjoy showing to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks 
'un implements and other interesting things. 
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F. Vetper 



proof moui:tatu battlefield 


Cne of the hard fought battles of the Civil Tar 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 

, in ’.nich Test Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 

and Union participated. 


Droop Mountain is a very high elevation —3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off pei ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the moat beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in Test Virginia. 

Each Army fought for what it believed to be right 
and nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
drama were Test Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
the animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal oeace reiens.. 

The scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
beauty and enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
fertile plains, the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
at the base of the rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
nave we sitnessed such scenic beauty or such a location for a 
State Park. * 

Prior to this battle there were no considerable Con¬ 
federate forces anywhere in Test Virginia except in Greenerier 
Valley which was held by the Confederates from its head to 
its foot. For the purpose of dislodging these Confederate 




forces. General Averill was directed to march from Beverly, 

'.eet Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and xxxjt 
it was while on this mnrch he met the enemy at Droop 
Mountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill end the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from kill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 

twenty-four miles from Levrisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop kountain 
were composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
and independent companies while the Union lorces we_e compo.ed 
of nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
slight difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

The 10th West Virginia Infantry and the 23rd Ohio that com¬ 
posed the flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
officially reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
Confederate was reported officially at 550 soldiers strong 
ana the 23rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshall 
with 125 dismounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
and Major Kesler battalion and other units composed a fine 
fighting force. 

Another phase of the history of Droop Mountain is 
of specie 1 interest. tYe reason from analogy and from pre- 
istoric evidence that Droop Mountain has been a battle¬ 
field of some prehistoric race or by the earl y Indian tribes 





- A:erica. Many wonderful stories axe handed down through 
journals and family records of the Shawneee who were the most 

. 1 ^* 1 ‘ e people inhabiting the country west of 

. e Allegheny. In 1682 they fell under the rule of the six 
rations end existed in various branches. 7!e find excavations 
at the foot of Droop Hountain where thousands of tons of 
rough flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. ^any legends are 
told by people who.lived on Droop fountain and handed down 
for younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 
norse was killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 
frightened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 
before it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 
they could hear the rapid running of that frightened horse 
around that tree. A most oathe tic' scene occurred at that 

i 

battle. After the battle a so.uad of soldiers was detailed 
to gather up the dead and wounded. Among the number thus 
detailed was Andrew J. Short of Company F. "est Virginia In¬ 
fantry. They were working in the night and Short discovered 
a dead soldier and took hold of his body to remove him to the 
place they were bringing the dead and wounded together. He 
felt a crooked finger on the dead soldiers hand and the size 
and feel of the man convinced Short that it was his brother 

John. He called for some one to bring a light, saying th&t he 
'•-a found his brother, 




the man really was his own brother. In relating the incident 

t 

to Dr. iV. p. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 
he took his brother by the hand and recognized some peculiar¬ 
ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of his 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annals of 
warfare. 







